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[Reported expressly for the Sunday-School Times.) 


FIRST SESSION. 
Wednesday Morning. 


HE Sixth Annual Convention of the Sun- 
day-school laborers of Massachusetts 
convened in Mechanics’ Hall on the 13th of 
June, under the most auspicious circum- 
stances. The hall, which is the largest in 
Worcester, was thronged at an early hour 
with the delegates and friends of the Con- 
vention. The greatest enthusiasm prevailed ; 
and every one seemed impatient to enjoy the 
feast before them. 

At 9} o’clock the meeting was called to 
order by Mr. HENRY HOYT, of Boston, Chair- 
man of the State Committee, who made the 
following 





Opening Address. 


Christian Brethren and Friends:—In behalf of the 
State Central © ittee of this © wealth, it is 
both my privilege and my duty to call you to order pre- 
paratory to the organization of this our Sixth Annual 
State Convention. The oceasion which convenes us to- 
day is one of no ordinary interest, either as respects our 
individual characters and selves, and our relation to our 
great work, or as respects those for whom we labor, and 
the vital interests of the inculcation of this Word, for 
the defence of which we are set in the various schools 
which we here represent to-day. 

From the various parts of our beloved Commonwealth, 
and from various parts of New England, wili be assembled 
this day and the coming one, a vast congregation of 
working men and_women who represent the laboring 
element of our churches, and who from the nature of the 
relation they bear to the youthful class of our congrega- 
tions, exercise no ordinary, no easily computed influence 
over the moral and religious destiny of our beloved 
State. I trust wehave come together for no vain words, 
but with one eye, single, sincere, true, and that to the in- 
terests of our blessed Lord and Redeemer, for whom in 
this cause we labor, in whom we live, and in whose ser- 
vice we would die. If, beloved teachers and friends, we 
have come up here with the mind and Spirit of Christ 
possessing us; if we have come hither as we ought, and 
as we may, with the purifying, exalting and stimulating 
principles of the word of life in our hearts, then will 
these seasons be of deep, permanent and abiding interest 
to ourselves; and the power of this immense gathering 
will be felt through all the sections of our State when we 
shall go home to our respective fields of labor and of 
blessed victory. 

It is not the province of the Chairman of the State 
Committee to detain you with protracted remarks; but 
simply to call you to order, and open the Convention by 
laying out the appropriate business to come before it. In 
the name of our Master I wel you to a par- 
ticipation in the discussions and deliberations of this 
Convention. 


Nominating Committee. 


On motion of Mr. STEPHEN G. DEBLOIS, 
of Boston, the chair appointed a committee 
of five to report the names of officers for 
the permanent organization of the Conven- 
tion. The following gentlemen compose the 
committee :—STEPHEN G. DEBLOIS, of Bos- 
ton; MARTIN STOW, of Worcester ; ADDI- 
SON BOYDEN, of Dedham; J. Q. MAY- 
NARD, of Worcester, and ABEL THURSTON, 
of Fitchburg. 

While the committee were out, the assem- 
bly united with stirring effect in the hymn: 


“ All hail the. power of Jesus’ name,” 
when the committee presented the following 
named gentlemen as officers for the 
Permanent Organization. 


HENRY 8. WASHBURN, Woreester, President. 
CHARLES D. GOULD, Boston. | 








WILLIAM C. CHAPIN, Lawrence. 
Rev. J H. TWOMBLY, Worcester. 
DAVID WOOD, Newburyport. 
ZEBULON PRATT, Middleboro’. 
Rev. H. M. PARSONS, Springjield. 
H. HAMiIN, Boston. 

SUMNER PRATT, Worcester. 
Hon. GEORGE GRINNELL. Greenfield. 
JAMES O. L. HILLARD, Newton. 
MOSES W. POND, Boston. 

J. Q. MAYNARD, Worcester. 
BENJAMIN 8. CODMAN, Boston. 


The report of the Nominating Committee 
was unanimously accepted. 

The CHAIR appointed Messrs. S.G. BOWD- 
LEAR, of Boston, and F. A. BENSON, of 
Newton, a committee to conduct the president 
to the chair. On taking his seat, the Presi- 
dent made the following address : 


Mr. Washburn’s Address of Weicome. 


Friends of Sabbath-Schools, and Fellow-Teachers :— 
Icannot be insensible to the dignity of this position, 
and the obligations which this chair imposes upon me. 
Neither am I unmindful, that it may be expected that I 
shall strike the key-note, which may awaken the har- 
monies of other days, still green in our remembrance. 
While I feel grateful to you for this honor, I could wish 
that this service had fallen into other and abler hands; 
and I certainly should now retire from this place, had I 
not the assurance, that in all the deliberations of this 
Convention, I shall have your earnest and hearty sup- 
port. 

And here, brethren and friends, at the threshold of our 
joys and soleasnities, let us not fail to recognize that 
good Previdence, which so safely and speedily hath 
brought us together. The sun, which hath not yet 
reach »d his meridian, greeted many of you at its rising, 
in homes far remote from this place. You have come 
from the quiet hamlets of the interior, and the busy 
marts of the seaboard—from the banks of the Merrimack 
and the Connecticut, from the valley of the Blackstone, 
from the slopes of the Monadnock and Wachusett, pro- 
pelled by a power ever new and ever wonderful, and out- 
stripping even the wind in its fleetness. And now, while 
yot the dew trembles upon the leaf, we are all here to 
unite in @ morning sacrifice to our common Lord and 
Master, and anew to consecrate ourselves to his service. 

And now, brethren, what wait we for, and what are 
the objects which we aim to accomplish? At a moment 
when the avenues of intelligence are crowded with stir- 
ring events, in the old world and the new; when men 
are leagued together for the acquisition of power, or for 
its overthrow ; when all over our vast Republic, the people 
are gathering for another national campaign ; at a mo- 
ment when the embassies of Princes from the old and 
exclusive dynasties of the east are upon our shores, in- 
quiring into modes of life, and forms of government 
never dreamed of by them, the results of which can 
hardly be anticipated; (oh, that the story of the cross 
might touch their hearts e’er they leave us!) at this time, 
my friends, we have come, withdrawing for a few hours 
from the business of life and its engressing cares, to con- 
sult upon matters pertaining not to time alone, but to 
eternity. 

We come, not to agitate subjects of doubtful expedi- 
eacy, or to inaugurate an untried scheme of humanity or 
religion. Rather do we propose to “ strengthen the 
things which remain ;” to see how an institution, dear to 
the people of God, may be made more efficient in promo- 
ting his glory, and how the hearts and affections of the 
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youth of our Iand, may be brought more effectually 
under the benign influences of the gespel of his Son, our 
Saviour. We may inquire furthermore, how the Sab- 
bath and its ordinances may be better observed and re- 
spected; and how, especially, the th ds of neglected 
youth, who swarm in the lanes and alleys of our large 
towns and cities, may be reached by the hands of Chris- 
tian charity. These ends, and the kindling anew of 
zeal, that may have become weary even in well doing, 
are some of the objects which, until the going down of 
the sun on the morrow, we propose seriously and pray- 
erfully to consider. 

And now, with the b of d hours 
at, Lowell, and Newburyport, and Northampton, let us 








the attendance of that day. I wrote it down. There were 
58 teachers, 210 in the adult classes, 599 in the regular 
school, and 357 in the infant classes, making, in that 
dark benighted part of the earth, a Sabbath-school of 
1,224 scholars, 

The other day I was in the mission rooms at Boston. 
They asked me if I was lately from Aintab, and inform- 
ed me that they had received recent news from that mis- 
sion. I turned to my memorandum of the 4th of March, 
and spoke of the Sunday-school there, and of its large 
numbers. The secretary then stated that, on March 
11th, the school numbered 1,296; the next Sabbath, 1,380 ; 
the Sabbath after, 1,459; and on the Ist of April, which 
was the latest advices they had received, the school 





bring all our tithes into the h 4 hing God 
for Ohrist’s sake, to grant us once again his blessing. 

And grateful is the service incumbent upon me, to ex- 
tend te you, my friends, a warm welcome to this, the city 
of our habitation, to its smiling valleys and green hill- 
sides, budding and blossoming beneath tho skies of June, 
laden with the sure promise of the autumn fruitage— 
emblematical of the rosy blush of childhood, the field we 
cultivate, and its certain rewards; to welcome you to the 
sweet charities of homes ified by the bt 
and blessings of the Sabbath-school ; to welcome you to 
the communion of saints, to that special fellowship 
which Sabbath-school teachers know so well how to ap- 
preciate and enjoy; to welcome you to lessons of age 
and experience, from men strong in faith, who have 
borne the heat and burden of the day ; to the more fer- 
vid and impassioned appeals of the young, just girding on 
the harness, and eager for the conflict; to the dulcet 
yoices of children, never sweeter and purer than when 
attuned to the praise of the Creator; to the earnest 
words of him, soon to address us, eloquent always, now 
more than eloquent, since his lips have been touched by 
fire from off the altar, and Jesus is the theme of his 
story; to all these, and more than these, to the gracious 
influences of the Holy Spirit, we extend to you the 
Christian's cordial welcome. 


At the conclusion of the Chairman’s ad- 
dress, the Convention united in prayer with 
the Rev. HORACE JAMES, of Worcester ; 
when many voices joined in the hymn: 


“Come ye who love the Lord 
And let your joys be known.” 


State Secretary’s Report. 


On motion of Mr. HOYT, the report of the 
Secretary of the State Central Committee, 
was made by Mr. N. P. KEMP, of Boston. 

It was a brief, verbal statement in reply to 
some of the propositions which were submit- 
ted to the committee by the last Convention 
at Northampton. The following are the 
questions submitted by the former Conven- 
tion. 

1. “Can any plan be devised to seeure to 
those engaged in Sunday-school instruction 
more time for private reading and meditation 
on the Sabbath than they can now enjoy if 
they attend all the religious meetings of the 
societies with which they are connected ?” 

2. “Is it possible, and if so, would it be 
expedient, to substitute, in some form, the ex- 
ercises of the Sabbath-school for one of the 
public services of the Lord’s day ?’” 

The Committee, after considering the above 
propositions, came to the conclusion that it 
belonged exclusively to each Sabbath-school 
to settle these questions for itself; and that it 
was inexpedient for them to make any recom- 
mendation on the subject. 

The Committee who were instructed to ap- 
point one secretary from each denomination 
in all the counties of the Commonwealth, to 
collect faets and statistics regarding the Sun- 
day-school efforts, to aid them in sending in 
a report to this Convention, considered the 
subject at their first meeting, and it was re- 
ferred to a committee of one from each de- 
nomination; and that committee, after cor- 
respondence with various parties in different 
parts of the State, reported that it was abso- 
lutely impossible for them to carry out the 
recommendations of the Convention, embrac- 
ing so large a number of individuals over the 
whole State, and requiring a time for the ser- 
vice which only one, expressly employed, 
could render. The State Committee reported, 
therefore, their inability to carry out the re- 
commendation of the Convention. No effort, 
therefore, had been made to collect statistics 
by circulars sent out asin years past, and, in 
consequence, no tabular statement of the con- 
dition of the cause was presented. 

The Rev. Mr. TWOMBLY, of Worcester, 
moved that the report of the State Commit- 
tee be accepted in part, as it was only a par- 
tial and negative report; and they hoped for 
something positive by-and-by. The motion 
prevailed. % 


Address by a Foreign Missionary. 

The Rev. Mr. WILLIAMS, of the Syrian 
Mission of the American Board, who was 
compelled to leave the city in a short time, 
for the West, was introduced by the Cnair- 
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-| man, and made the following address : 


My Christian Friends :—Waiting at the station fer the 
next train on my way to Pittsburg, I was told that you 
were just organizing a Sunday-School Convention here. 
Having been connected with the Sunday-school ever 
since I can remember anything, I very naturally turned 
in here to see you, and to spend an hour with the friends 
here assembled. 

Iam glad to be able to report to this large audi 


bered 1,653 scholars! Now, if you have a Sabbath- 
school in Massachusetts that has grown faster than that, 
I congratulate you! And, brethren, if you havea more 
interesting school than that was, I congratulate you! 
Even the Moslems are sometimes present at it; and in 
the streets they will often call together little groups of 
Sabbath-school children, and ask them to sing; and 
crowds gather around to hear these little ones sing these 
songs of Zion. 

So the leaven spreads. These children go home, and 
though they are often forbidden by their parents, who 
say they will become “ Profs,” meaning Protestants, they 
nevertheless do go; and they sing these attractive 
hymns at home, and often parents, as well as children, 
attend the meetings, and the house of worship is filled 
with listeners to the truth. 


Part of the hymn— 
“T love thy kingdom, Lord,” 


was here sung, when Mr. HOYT moved that 
the speakers be limited to seven minutes 
each in their remarks. 

Mr. F. A. BENSON, of Newton, thonght 
great injury was done to such conventions by 
limiting the time of the speakers, and he 
hoped the time would be extended. 

Dr. E. T. EASTMAN, of Boston, thought 
that five minutes, or even three minutes, was 
time enough for any speaker. “He who is 
able to please us, can please us immensely in 
three minutes ; and he who cannot, had better 
not dore us!” 

The motion prevailed. ; 

The CHAIR, at this point, introduced the 
Rey. F. D. HUNTINGTON, D. D., who had 
been appointed to read an essay before the 
Convention. This essay, able, elaborate, 
abounding in eloquent passages, and full of 
rhetorical beauties, was listened to with 
rapt attention and interest for nearly two 
hours. The most prominent and important 
ideas of the speaker will be found in the fol- 
lowing sketch : 


Dr. Huntington’s Essay. 


The speaker commenced with the assertion that the 
Sunday-school appeared to take the character of an end- 
less experiment. By the grandeur of its objects; by the 
inexhaustible interests it touches; by the awfulness of 
the subjects it handles; bythe immortality of the souls 
it nourishes, as well as by the variety of conditions in 
which it exists, and the newness of its organization, it is 
invested with the character and mystery of an ever un- 
finished enterprise. Its plan is not quite filled out. The 
hopes ofits true-hearted friends run before their perform- 
ances, and their aspirations are not realized. Its processes 
are all tentative. It works by an open pattern. A sus- 
picion, which is probably wholesome, haunts us all the 
time that some secret about it is not yet found out. An 
under tone of criticism, if not of complaint, can be heard 
in many of its,reports. Greater things are felt to be in 
its possibilities than in its achievements; the heart of 
every workman in it, who is worthy of his place, prophe- 
sies a future for it better than its past. Meantime, the 
consolation is that it is steadily striving to know the 
Lord of whose spirit it sprung into life, and the sup- 
port of its servants is, that it gathers its annual harvests 
of such as shall be saved, into the life everlasting. 

The speaker thought it best, in this view of the great 
institution, to cofifine his remarks to one single depart- 
ment of its manifold operations, and to consider more es- 
pecially the question, “ What is the real relation of the 
Sunday-school to the visible church?” 

Respecting such a relation the different theories are 
easily conceived. Is it first that of friendly, but quite 

dependent peration, both the separate parties che- 
rishing some neighborly sympathies, and interchanging 
some amicable offices, as incidental occasion may allow; 
such a relation as subsists between a hospital and an 
academy, or a factory and a college, or two contiguous 
families, in the same town ’ 

Or, secondly, is it that of a formal alliance between 
powers originally distinct, whereby the one acquires a 
certain number of recruits or tariff of supplies, and acer- 
tain sort of aid and comfort, on stipulated terms, from the 
other :—the Sunday-school taining the rep ion for 
active usefulness, and partly relieving the practical con- 
science of the church, while the church sends, now and 
then, a teacher for the Sunday-school, or opens the build- 
ing and gives way for the accustomed routine, of an after- 
noon, for its anniversary or quarterly exercises ;—such a 
kind of aceommodating relation as may exist between a 
rai!road corporation and a banking house, or two adja- 
cent colonies, or trading companies? 

Or, thirdly, is it that of co-ordinate departments of 
some general and comprehensive organization, both ren- 
dering specific benefits to each other, both answerable to 
a common eternal authority, and yet better constituted 
in separate systems, like the post-office and the navy, in 
the administration of a national government, or like the 
co-ordinate branches of a university? 

In these three snpposable sorts of connections there are, 
obviously, degrees of vitality and intimacy. But none of 
these serves to express at all, according to the true and 











from a Sabbath-school which I have seen on missionary 
ground. On the 4th day of last March I was in Aintab, 
@ town in Northern Syria, where fifteen years ago a mis- 
sionary was stoned out of the place, and where twenty- 
five years ago a missionary nearly lost his life at the 
hands of a mob, for trying to distribute Bibles. On the 
morning of this day, learning that a Sabbath-school had 
grown up there, I visited it with the superintendent. We 
entered a yard, (and the yards there are always inside of 
the houses,) and from there we went into an old room, 
dark and small, where were gathered a good many little 
children, who could not yet read. They were being cate- 
chized. The superintendent interrupted the catechizing, 
and asked them to sing. They began to sing, “I love the 
Sunday-school,” “We won’t give up the Bible,”—not in 
English, but in the Turkish language. But the tunes you 
might have mistaken for American tunes, From this room 
I went into another and another; there were so many 
children, or the rooms were so small, they had to be se- 
parated. Thus I spent the forenoon, in visiting three in- 
fant departments, and in hearing them sing, and in listen- 
ing to their catechizing. I then went into the large 
room where the main school was held. It was a room 
but little smaller than this hall, built within the last five 
or six years as a place of worship. There in the body of 
the house the children ‘were seated, or rather squatted on 
mats, reciting their lessons, and receiving instruction 
from their teachers, The galleries were filled with classes 
of adults who could not read. Some were grey-bearded 
old men and gray-haired old women, and young men 
and young women. There were seven adult classes, 
The teachers I had seen the Wednesday evening 
before in the teachers’ meeting. They had assembled 
in the house of one of their number, in an upper 
room; and there they literally sat at the feet of their 
superintendent, with ink-horn in their girdle, and book 
on their knees, writing down his instructions. This 
was their only commentary, and they carefully noted the 
explanations of their instructor, and gladly imparted 
the food they had received from the superi.tendent to 
their classes. 

When the lessons were ended, the infants were brought 
in from the various rooms. Every one gives place to 
them. The larger scholars take the sides of the room, 
and they occupy the centre. Hymns were again sung, 
and I confess it stirred my soul within me to hear aged 
men, who in infancy had never seen a Bible, now, with 
rough, hearty voice, joining with the children in the 
chorus, “ We won't give up the Bible.” I was so inter- 
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ested in this school, that after the morning’s serviee, | 


right ption of it, the nature of the bond between the 
Christian church and the Christian Sunday-school. That 
there is very conclusively, as things now are, no closer or 
deeper tie recognized between any of them, is not denied. 
But is there not some closer and deeper tie in reality ? 
That there is, that the time is ripe for a positive affirma- 
tion of it, the speaker believed, to a fulness of conviction 
to which he could hardly give any adequate statement. 
If there is, then some immediate consequences, of no 
small significance and magnitude, will grow from it, as 
respects the practical management of the institution, an 
institution so vast and so sacred that the great gathering 
of the day, from all parts of the commonwealth, was but 
a feeble expression of concern for it, while the fervent 
prayers already offered in its bohalf, and those to be of- 
fered, were only broken utterances of veneration for it, 
and for the Lord and Saviour who hath sanctified it. 

There were three preliminary questions which the 
speaker thought preceded the consideration of the main 
question, viz. : 

What is the church ¢ 

Who are the subjects of Sunday-school influences and 
instructions? 

What is the result to which the Sunday-school influ- 
ence and instruction should propose to bring the pupils? 

In the first place, the church visible, in the view of the 
speaker, was the whole company of those persons who, 
born of water and the Spirit, have entered as living mem- 
bers into the spiritual body of Christ; and have, through 
the second birth, put on the Lord Jesus Christ as their 
righteousness, and have received him into their hearta 
by faith. This definition answered the purposes of the 
present essay. It did not include all that, in his view, 
was important to a full definition of belief, nor did he 
overlook or under reckon the moment of the question 
whether the chutch was a real body incorporate, or 
only an association aggregate. 

Secondly, as tothe human material on which the Sun- 
day-school proposed to operate, the speaker recognized 
two principal divisions. Socially, intellectually, and in 
respect of personal morality, its pupils represent every 
class in the community. But in respect of their Chris- 
tian relations, and the religious expectations wlich 
might be formed upon them, they were either the ebil- 
dren of pious parents, or those whose parents were aegli- 
o~- of the duties and strangers to the privileges of reli- 
gion. 

And thirdly, the object which the Sunday-school has 
for its attainment is to produce and to nourish on to per- 
fection in the pupil, a persenal and conscious relation to 
Christ,—a relation of obedience, of trust, of sympathy, of 
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asked the superintendent to give me a memorandum cf 





. m, of loyalty—yea, and of inward membership, and 
participation, so that the life of the head shall be the life 





of the members, and the young disciple shall be able to 
say, “It is no more I that live, but Christ liveth in me.” 
Of course, in the method of effecting this object, there 
will be the obvious variations arising from the varied 
circumstances of teacher and pupil; but conversion to 
Christ must be the object, and the teacher.must strive 
towards this by prayer, by private counsel, by tuition 
and by example, and by every proper meanein his reach. 
From this it appears that the purpose of the Sunday- 
school and of the church coincides, They both work to 
the same end. The Sunday-school was to be regarded as 
the nursery for souls destined for the church. 

The speaker then referred to the “covenant charac- 
ter of the Bible,” as having an important bearing on the 
subject. It was this “Covenant” character of the 
Christian’s chart, which distinguished the Biblical or 
Christian faith from every ethnic religion. It inhered in 
every part of its sacred whole, and could not be divorced 
from its revelations.. It underlies and brightens with 
beauty every ecclesiastical ordinance of the older or the 
later economy. In the promise of “the seed of the 
woman,” it was aremedy and consolation for the fall of 
man. It was seen in all the dealings of God with the 
patriarchs and prophets. The word “Testament” was 
but another name for it. 

The more the speaker read and studied the Bible, the 
deeper was he impressed with its unity; and he was 
convinced that the present disorders in the Christian 
world, and the tendency to a belief in materialism, 
could only be cured by a more complete regard for the 
unity of the Bible, as regards the doctrine of the Cove- 
nant; a more complete acknowledgment that Christ is 
ite theme—the centre figure of the Old Testament and 
the New—the inspiration of patriarch and prophet, of 
gospel and epistle, history and proverb, apologue and 
song. 

In the application of this doctrine of the Covenant, 
there is a new aspect in the relations of the church to 
her children—to those who are born into the privilege of 
majestic fp and unfailing p ises, which flow 
in the appointed channels. By separating the Sabbath- 
school from the church, it is broken from the parent 
stem, and there is a cutting off of the nutritive juices 
that flow from the old Bible stock. 

It is from the want of this teaching that there is so 
much slowness, coldness, and cradity of belief in the 
church, and so many unsatisfied aspirations. People 
were too unmindful of God’s promises; there is not 
enough teaching and p hing of them, not enough 
praying by them, and not enough living in remem- 
brance of them. Thus religion becomes dry and hard, 
and unlovely. Saints should worry less, and sing 
more, 

The speaker next alluded to the power of Institutions. 
There was a tendency toward individual freedom, and a 
false reliance on individual energies, forgetful of the 
beneficial result of “institutions,” and the continuance 
of rites and jes from g tion to g ji 
The closer the Sabbath-school was to the church, the 
more useful it would be, and wherever severed, it would 
cease to be fruitful. This connection between the Sab- 
bath-school and the church is practically useful, in its 
influence over both. It makes the younger more reve- 
rential, and the church more watchful, and more willing 
tohelp. It gives each a feeling of their common origin 
and privileges. 

Thus the school can be taught what the church is, and 
what itself is. The church, om her part, is to see to it 
that this tuition is given, is to open every facility, is to 
choose out and appoint the teachers, choosing carefully 
and appointing authoritatively. She is to exercise vigi- 
lance over all that is said and done for the souls given to 
her in trust. She is to hold teachers responsible, and to 
offer them encouragement and sympathy. Above all, 
she is to aid them by her social and private prayers, pre- 
vailing thus with the Almighty Head. The minister 
must himself oversee the concerns of the Sabbath-school, 
and though it may have a superintendent, he must not 
abdicate his charge. R 

There were some difficulties to be met with—difficulties 
in the obtaining of teachers, in the latitude of topics, 
and in the tendency to resort to adventitious and unreli- 
gious attractions. There was a propensity ameng the 
older scholars to fall off from the school. There was 
especially a want of result on the pupils, in bringing 
them into a position of permanence and security. 


In concluding, the speaker presented in 
order a summation of his suggestions as to 
the evident wants and prevailing difficulties 
in the present operation of the great system 
of Sabbath-school instruction. Substantially 
they are as follows: 











The church myst furnish the teachers from its first and 
disciplined members, that there may be no lack of dis- 
cretion and piety. 

The subjects of instruction should be drawn from the 
Rible only. 7 

There should be brought into play upon childhood a 
genial iafluence, which shall be a compensation for the 
pieasure of the play-ground, without, however, the in- 
troduction of tawdry amusements. 

The teaching should be sxch as to make the religious 
growth constant, and the children should be taught to 
seek and acknowledge Christ as their Saviour and the 
Holy Spirit as their Sanctifier. 

The Sabbath-schooi should be clothed with authority, 
+ the pupils should feel that the moral authority of 

e church is pressing down over them. 

The church would by these means be honored, by 
having all the benefactions which the Sabbath-school 
yields connected with her. 

These things would give the church what she so ear- 
nestly needs, a distinguishing church work to do, and in 
the training of her young, and the rescue of her lambs 
lost upon the mountain, she can find again her health, 
her bloom, her energy, and her hope. 

Finally, said he, this interpretation of their work, this 
doing of it, will honor and delight the Redeemer himself, 
—the Lord and lover of the children—the great Teacher 
of the teachers—the watchful friend of the family, and 
the head over all things, to his church. For it will 
bring all classes to him. 

It will extend abroad his mediatorial kingdom. It will 
attune those voices of praise that he loves to hear, of chil- 
drea in the Temple to the anthem, “ Hosannah to the Son 
of David.” And his own church will arise, “ built upon the 
foundation of the Apostles and the Prophets, Jesus Christ 
himself being the chief corner stone,” sv that “we, being 
no more tossed to and fro, but speaking the truth, in love, 
may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, 
even Christ; from whom the whole bedy fitly joined to- 
gether, and compacted by that which every joint sup- 
plieth, according to the effectual working in the measure 
of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edi- 
fying of itself in love.” 


On motion of the Rev. E. PORTER DYER, 
of Hingham, the thanks of the Convention 
were voted to the Rev. Dr. HUNTINGTON, 
“for his able, instructive and eloquent ad- 
dress.” 

The Convention then adjourned, to meet 
again at 3 o’clock, and in three places—in Me- 
chanics’ Hall, Washburn Hall, underneath, 
and in Dr. Sweetser’s Congregational church, 
in order to accommodate the great numbers 
in attendance. 


SECOND SESSION. 
Wednesday Afternoon. 
Children’s Meetings. 


N pursuance of the programme, the after- 

noon of Wednesday was devoted to the 
children’s meeting in the main hall, while 
supplementary meetings were held in Wash- 
burn Hall, and in the Central Congregational 
church. 


Meeting in Mechanics’ Hall. 


In the main hall the Convention was called 
to order by the President at a few minutes 
past 3 o’clock. For nearly an hour before the 
time announced it was impossible to gain ad- 
mission. Not less than two thousand of the 
Sunday-school children of Worcester occupied 
the body of the bouse and the platform, while 








the galleries were crowded by adalts. 





The services commenced by a choir of three 
hundred under the direction of Mr. 
AMOS WHITNEY, chaunting the psalm, 


“ The Lord is my shepherd.” 


The President then read a 
chapter of Proverbs, after w prayer was 
offered by the Rev. Mr. NEV of Chelsea, 
wat en ee hty J oot ” was 
sung wil t effect by the choir. 

The epuind exercises pot wy the re- 
maining time was occupied by children’s ad- 


dresses of the usual c » 
with duets and solos and chorusses per- 
formed by the children. 


The Rev. EDWARD WEBB, of the Madura 
Mission, India, introduced his two little girls 
and a little boy, dressed in the costume of 
their native country, at the same time, making 
appropriate and entertaining remarks. He 
also read a few extracts from a hymn book in 
the Tamil language. . 
Remarks were also made by the Rev. 
HORACE JAMES, of Worcester; the Rev. 
W. R. CLARK, of Lowell; the Rev. H. O. 
; the Rev, ASA 
BULLARD, of Boston, and Messrs. WIL- 
LIAMS, HOYT, SARGENT and DEBLOIS, of 
Boston; Mr. KING, of Providence, and Mr. 
HILLARD, of Newton. 
The speakers were limited to seven minutes 
each, and the various addresses, though short, 
were pertinent to the occasion. ey were 
chiefly anecdotical in character. 


Meeting in Washburn Hall. 


A full meeting was also in progress at the 
room underneath the main hall while the 


children were assembled. It was o: 
at 3 o'clock by the Bare ge of Deacon 
EDWIN CHASE, of J/olyoke, as President, 


and Mr. A. JAMESON, of Chicopee, as Secre- 


“The essay of the morning was pi ag! 
touched upon, and addresses were by 
Messrs. RICHARDSON, of Worcester; WOOD- 
RUFF, of New York,and SARGENT, of Boston. 
The noise and confusion occasioned by the 
constant passing in and out of delegates and 
others, prevented that satisfaction and benefit 
which might otherwise have been derived 
from these meetings. 


Meeting at the Central Church. 


A large meeting was also held in the Rev. 
Dr. Sweetzer’s church at 3 o’clock. It was 
called to order by the pastor, and afterwards 
presided over by Deacon GOULD, of Boston, 
one of the vice-presidents of the Convention. 

Addresses were delivered by Messrs. SAR- 
GENT, WILLIAMS and JOY, of Boston; by 
Mr. BOYDEN, of Dedham, and by Dr. LAM- 
SON, of Brookline. 

Convention adjourned, to re-assemble in 
Mechanics’ Hall in the evening. 


THIRD SESSION. 


Wednesday Evening. 


HE Convention was called to order at 7} 
o'clock. President in the chair. 
After uniting in the hymn, 


“ There is a fountain filled with blood,” 


the Rey. A. H. QUINT, of Jamaica Plain, read 
the Scriptures in the first psalm, and offered 
an opening prayer. 

On motion of Mr. FRANKLIN SNOW, of 
Boston, a resolution was adopted, inviting 
friends of the cause from other States to par- 
ticipate in the deliberations. 

Mr. N. P. KEMP here offered the following 
resolutions in behalf of the Teachers’ Baptist 
Association of Westfield. 

“Resolved, That in the opinion of this Con- 
vention, the cause of our Master, and the 
work he has commanded us to prosecute, 
would be greatly advanced by the churches 
and societies dispensing with the usual after- 
noon service on the Sabbath, and convening 
in Sabbath-schools and Bible-classes for in- 
struction and mutual study of the Scriptures.” 

Mr. H. D. NOYES, Secretary of the Pine 
Street Sabbath-school (Congregational,) of 
Boston, also presented the following, as ema- 
nating from the teachers, who desired an ex- 
pression on the part of the Convention. 

“ Whereas, We believe that the Sabbath- 
school is the right arm of the church, and one 
principal source of her power and influence.; 
and also, that, by the present system of crowd- 
ing its exercises into so small a time between 
the other services of the sanctuary, it is 
shorn of a portion of its strength and useful- 
ness, therefore, 

“ Resolved, That it is the duty of the church 
to devote more of its time, and to give more 
attention and labor to the Sabbath-school ser- 
vice than it has hitherto done. 

“ Resolved, That the time usually occupied 
by the afternoon service, would conduce to the 
greater welfare and prosperity of the church 
were it given up entirely to the Sabbath- 
school. 

“ Resolved, That we as a Sabbath-school, 
are in favor of postponing the usual after- 
noon service of the sanctuary until the even- 
ing, and of occupying the time allotted for 
that purpose to the exercises of the Sabbath- 
school.” 

The Rev. S. SOUTHER, of Woreester, moved 
that the two papers be referred to a com- 
mittee of three to be appojnted during the 
evening by the Chair, to report upon the re- 
solutions the following day. Carried. 

A motion was then made that the Essay 
delivered by Professor HUNTINGTON be 
taken up and discussed. 

Mr. HENRY HOYT, of Boston, hoped the 
subject of Sunday-school concerts, one of 
vital importance, would be discussed instead. 

After some debate, a motion was put and 
declared to be adopted, that Sunday-School 
concerts be the eubject of the evening’s dis- 
cussion. A reconsideration was moved and 
was declared lost. This vote was doubted 
by many persons in different parts of the 
hall, and a hand vote was then taken. This 
was found to be a tie, 188 to 188, and the 
Chairman settled the question by his vote, 
cast in the negative. He then announced the 
subject of the Sabbath-school concerts to be 
the one in order. 


Monthly Sinday-School Concerts. 


Mr. FRANKLIN SNOW, of Boston, regarded 
the Sunday-school concerts as the very 
hinge upon which the efforts of the school 
turned. In it the minister and parents, and 
children and teachers, all met as they could 
in no other way. As to the manner of con- 
ducting it, there should be variety. He be- 
lieved in making it a children’s meeting, where 
the scholars might assemble to recite the 
verses of Scripture, and the hymns learned 
at home by the mother’s knee, and with the 
aid of sister and brother. For some years 
past it has been remarked in his school that 
the “concert,” was by far their most inte- 
resting meeting ; and this he attributed to the 
change in its character from a mere prayer- 
meeting to @ children’s meeting. 

Mr. HENRY HOYT remarked that the ex- 
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truths and illustrations. ' 
of , school, ah gia gr hae ve) 
twenty-four passages pture, 
betically arranged and a ge One took 
the letter A, representing the word “Ami- 
able,” and recited a Bible passage, 1 

that a child should be amiable. 


the ers rors of this of \ 
weeestateraian seeaaalt 
This me pro n : 
beneficial to the school, and urge | 
to impress the heart. 


The Rev. E. P. MARVIN, of Medford, a 
cently had a dream which he thought 

the point. — quite singular he would 
relate it. His mind had ae greatly exer- 


logues, th exhibitions, harangues and 
speeches, from Patrick Henry, &c., introduced 
sometimes even on the Sabbath. He re- 


heavily on 


At last the deep silence was broken, the girls 
arose and began to sing in one grand 

“Buy a lob! buy a lob!” (lobster!) while the 
boys joired in, “you can’t buy a better!” 
Ridiculous as it seemed, the dream had ita 
impression and its use. When too much 
attention is attracted towards these exciting 
and amusing exercises, distaste is created for 
those serious and solemn services, which 
after all best accord with the design of the 
Sabbath-school. 

Mr. NATHANIEL HILL, of Danvers, thought 
the Sabbath-school concert was not exclu- 
sively designed for the children, and that 
therefore the exercises should be adapted as 
well for the adults. Where the school con- 
sisted altogether of children it might be pro- 
per; but that was not the case in his school. 
The a nd a oe teehee were scholars. 
The speaker thought that the young men, too, 
should be noticed in Ph somo mouthiy gather: 
ings, and somethi to t wants, 
that they might be retained and benefitted. 
He had adopted a plan in his school which 
might be worthy of mention. He ly felt 
the importance of leaving some one = 
or idea with every scholar, on his re’ 
from the school. Oftentimes the teacher may 
have hurried through the lesson in a | ona 
way, without impressing a single 
truth on the mind of any of his class. To re- 
deem an hour thus ina measure lost, he had 
some one, previously prep: to eeu, just 
three minutes at the close of the school, with 
a brief, pertinent exhortation, bringing out 
but one Bible truth, and in such a way that 
every one might comprebend, and retain it. 

IRA CHASE, Jr., of Roxbury, said he was 
a member of a church which resulted from a 
mission Sabbath-school. They had endea- 
vored to make the concerts attractive to the 
children, as well as instructive to their 
rents. The children recite passages of 
ture, which are enforced by the remarks of 
the speakers. These concerts are the 
choicest meetings they have. They are 
crowded, and they endeavor to make the peo- 
ple think better of the Sabbath-schoel through 
their instrumentality. Parents had been led 
to Christ in this way. 


The Rev. J. H.. TWOMBLY, of Worcester, 
had found nothing so indispensable to real 
success, in the school and in the monthly 
concerts, as a live superintendent. No matter 
what the pregramme is, only let him have a 
heart alive and earnest on the subject of thie 
great cause, and he will stir up church, 
and the pastor, too, if he needs it. The 
speaker was afraid of seeing the Sunday- 
school babyfied. The “little tots,” as they 
are called, who recite verses, cannot reach the 
minds of youth, of twelve, fifteen or twenty 
years of age. Engage them all in it. 
again, the exercises must be brief, and not 
wearisome. They must be cheerful, and not 
gloomy. Obildren cannot understand or love 
a sombre-hued piety. To these the 
speeches should be short, the ae 
be short, and the singing good. speaker 
ber it js Saran —_ Pen J and s good 

more piety to make a short ‘er. 

Mr. ALBERT WOODRUFF, of Brooklyn, 
desired to mention another class of concerts 


which have been the means of blessing 
in bis State. There is, in every city, 
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The Sunday-School Idea. 

YVERY great religious awakening has’ 

generally left among men as its legiti- 
mate fruit some one new idea, which has 
thenceforward largely influenced human con- 
duct, and helped to give shape to human 
destinies. The awakening of 1858 and 1859, 
is not without such a result. Among the 
ideas which, if not absolutely new, are yet 
now received with a new significance, is that 
which relates to the responsibility of each 
individual Christian for the conversion of 
his fellow-men. 

When all Christendom was under the 
leaden sway of the Romish church, 
the conviction had taken fast hold of the 
minds ef men, that religion was a business 
by itself, to be managed by its own chosen 
and trained servitors, the priests, just as 
medicine was to be practised by the doctors, 
or law by the lawyers. If any one was in 
debt, he went to the lawyer. If any one 
was sick, if sickness or pestilence invaded a 
neighborhood, the doctor was summoned. 
To cure disease was the business of the 
faculty. So, the priest, and he alone, must 
attend to the healing of the soul. He alone 
could negotiate pardon for the sinner. Healone 
‘was responsible, if sinners were not saved. 
Such in brief was the priestly idea of reli- 
gion propagated by the church of Rome. 

Even the rough shock of the Reformation 
failed to disenchant entirely the Christian 
world of this pernicious delusion. Protest- 
ant nations have indeed been awakened to 
the truth that, in order to a man’s salvation, 
something more is needed than what his 
priest can do for him. The man must repent 
and believe for himself. Repentance towards 
God and faith in Jesus Christ, are intrans- 
ferrable, personal duties, which cannot be 
delegated to another, which no one else can 
do for us. Each one must seek an interest 
in Christ by his own personal act. 

Thus far Protestantism carried the whole 
body of its professors. The truth that each 
man’s salvation is his own, direct, personal 
concern, from which there is no release, was 
wrought into the inmost convictions of the 
church. But, somehow, in connection with 
this conviction, there has grown up an unde- 
fined opinion that religion is rather a boon 
than a system of duty—that it presents itself 
to an individual merely as a scheme for se- 
curing himself from certain penal conse- 
quences. In other words, it has not been 
considered as essential to the character of a 
Christian: man, that he should habitually 
make personal efforts for the conversion of 
others. The public opinion of the church 
has required of its individual members little 
more than that they should maintain a blame- 
less life, yield a regular attendance upon the 
ordinances of religion, public and private, 
and hold orthodox opinions. It has laid upon 
him no responsibility in connection with the 
conversion of others, or in regard to the 
world at large, excepting such a responsibi- 
lity as might be commuted into a payment of 
money for the support of ministers or mis- 
sionaries. 

We-have misread entirely the signs of the 
times, if, in those parts of the church where 
the present revival has had its most perfect 
work, there is not now a far different and 
higher standard of duty to the individual 
Christian. The duties and the prerogatives 
of the ministry are not lowered, but those of 
the private Christian are raised. It is under- 
stood now, as it was never understood before, 
that every one has a direct personal respon- 
sibility in regard to the conversion of others— 
that every one is required to engage in per- 
sonal service in bringing sinners to Christ. 
Tn no dther way can we interpret the exam- 
ple, the spirit, the precept of Christ. Christ’s 
example was a life of continued service for 
the good of others, and it is useless to try to 
reconcile it with the life of those who become 








our neighbe 
contented with our own secure lot, while 
friends and neighbors all around us are going 


Se tee _ Nor is the Master’s frecept less 
_ Not only does the Spirit say, Come. 
Not only must the church, through her ap- 


pointed officers and ministers, say, Come. But 


rey oni say, COME. Every 
found the Lamb of God, 
r to others. Every one, so 
far as he is a Christian at all, is the servant 
object in life, to do the work of Christ. 

Nor is it necessary, in order to live up to 
this standard, that one should forsake his 
worldly business or calling. We should serve 
God im our business, not by running away 
from it. Nor would this personal service of 
individual ns, in persuading men to 
come to Jesus, interfere with the work of the 
ministry. In no way could the hearts of God’s 
ministers be so encouraged, or their hands so 
strengthened, or their labors so 
multiplied and made efficient, as by having 
all the members of their flocks actively and 
personally engaged as fellow-laborers. If, for 
instance, in any particular church, on any 


| given week, every individual member of that 


church would make at least one well-consi- 
dered effort, by private conversation or other- 
wise, for the conversion of some unconverted 
person of his acquaintance, and at least one 
attempt to induce some person to attend 
church who does not now attend; if every 
member of that church, having done this ser- 
vice one week, should do it again the next 
week, and continue to do it every week; and 
if it should come to be understood in that 
church, that whoever enters it, enters it for 
just such a personal life-long service,—is 
there anywhere aminister of Jesus Christ that 
would not rejoice to be the pastor of such a 
church? Would not the pastor of such a 
church be able to put forth a power in his 
pulpit ministrations that in no other circum- 
stances would be possible? With a people, 
every member of whom was thus laboring for 
the conversion of sinners, would not his own 
labors be multiplied as well as gladdened ? 
and would not their efficacy be increased ten- 
fold? 

We know not how soon this idea will be 
fully realized. but until there is some 
substantial approximation towards it, the 
great work of evangelizing the masses of men 
will not be accomplished. Until the indi- 
vidual Christian feels that, to the extent of 
his capacity, and within the limits of his ap- 
propriate sphere, it is just as incumbent on 
him to seek the conversion of sinners as it is 
on the minister of the gospel, the gospel will 
not reach the mass of men. 

The nearest approach to the realization of 
this idea is in the Sunday-school. By the 
Sunday-school, however,'we do not mean 
merely a collection of young children with 
their teachers, but an organization for the 
mutual edification and the active employment 
of the entire lay element of the church. Itis 
a schoolin which there should be “ spectacl 
classes,” classes for married men and married 
women, for young men and maidens, as well 
as for children and infants; in which all the 
people, from the oldest to the youngest, from 
the wisest and strongest to the weakest and 
the most ignorant, shall be engaged in the 
study of God’s word ; in which every one shall 
find a place, and every one have a work to 
do. The facilities which such an organization 
gives for direct personal appeals to indi- 
viduals, for direct personal efforts for their 
conversion, are beyond computation. A mi- 
nister of the gospel, who has such a machinery 
at his disposal,—as is to be seen, for instance, 
in the church of St. Paul’s, in this city, or of 
St. George’s, in New York, or in the Tabernacle 
Baptist, or in the Fourteenth street Presbyte- 
rian church,—and who is skillful and wise to 
use it, as are the rectors and pastors of those 
churches, can multiply the power of his own 
personal ministry a hundred fold. Every 
pulsation from the pulpit is carried and pro- 
pagated through artery and vein until it 
reaches the remotest and minoutest parts of 
the system, where the imperial heart of itself 
might never gain access. 

This then is the idea to which the church in 
these days has been to some extent awakened— 
the idea that every individual Christian in his 
appropriate sphere, and to the extent of his 
ability, is bound to labor for the conversion 
of sinners. He enters the church, not so much 
as a haven of security, as a place for service. 
The obligation so to labor, though differ- 
ent in degree, is not one whit more binding 
upon the Christian minister, than it is upon 
the private Christian. It is not a duty to be 
performed by proxy, or commuted by a pay- 
ment of money. Every man has an indivi- 
dual personal influence among his fellows, 
and in his proper calling, and that influence 
in all its fulness belongs of right to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Every man can do some- 
thing in the direct work of converting sin- 
ners, and in evangelizing society, which no 
minister and no other man, can do for him. 





This, finally, may serve to explain what we 
mean by THe Sunpay-scwoon eA. Sunday- 
school men are substantially the pastors 
with the working-members of their flock. 
They aim at no less than the entire evange- 
lization of society to its lowest strata, and its 
widest outlying limits, and they aim to ac- 
complish this by the active, personal co- 
operation of the entire body of God’s people. 
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Defer Not. 
HE pastor had preached a sermon of great 
directness and pungency, and a deep im- 

pression seemed to be made upon the audi- 
ence. A young man, who was not accustomed 
to attend church, was present, and was visi- 
bly affected by the discourse. Mr. Phillips 
mentioned the incident to his wife. “Had you 
not better call on him this evening?” said 
Mrs. P. “If an impression has been made 
upon his conscience, he needs instruction. He 
must be very ignorant respecting religion,” 

“Tt may be well to see him,” said Mr. Phil- 
lips, “bat I don’t like to call there on the 
Sabbath.” 

“Tt is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” 

“True, but perhaps it will be as well to 
leave him to his own reflections to-day, and I 
will try to see him to-morrow. I feel rather 
too much fatigued to go out to-night.” 

Perhaps Mr. Phillips did not, at that time, 





remember a certain incident in Christ’s his- 









ne 
The next } g, Mrs. Phillips reminded 
her husband of the g man’s case. He 
would try to see him in theevening. His bu- 
siness was pressing, and probably the young 
man would not be able to converse with him 
before evening. 

The evening came, a neighbor called—one 
who had recently come into the place, and 
hence must be entertained. 

The next evening Mr. Phillips called on the 
young man. He found him in the midst of 
the family with which he lived, engaged in 
rather boist conver There seemed 
to be no propriety in introducing religious 
conversation. Mr. P. judged, and perhaps 
judged rightly, that more harm than good 
would be done by the attempt. 

Some weeks afterwards, Mr. P, met tho 
young man alone, and alluded to the sermon 
above noticed, and his object in calling upon 
him a day or two afterwards. The young 
man acknowledged that he had, at that time, 
feelings such as he had never before expe- 
rienced. “I was pretty nearly resolved,” said 
he, “at that time that I would take the matter 
of religion in hand, and attend to it tho- 
roughly, and I think I should, if I had known 
how to go to work. There was company at 
the house that evening, but I stayed in my 
room. If you had come to see me then, I 
might have set out in earnest. But the im- 
pression of the sermon wore away in a day 
or two, and I have scarcely thought of the 
matter since.” 

Mr. Phillips was sorry that he had not acted 
in accordance with his wife’s suggestions. 

How many opportunities for doing good are 
lost through want of prompt action ! 











ga@y~ The American Normal School Asso- 
ciation, and the National Teachers’ Associa- 
tion, will this year hold a joint meeting at 
Buffalo, N. Y., beginning on Tuesday, August 
7th, and continuing during the rest of the 
week. For further information, address 
Oliver Arey, Chairman of Local Committee, 
Buffalo; W. F. Phelps, Trenton, N. J.; J. W. 
Bulkley, Brooklyn, N. Y.; B. G. Northrop, 
Saxonville, Mass.; Z. Richards, Washington, 
D. C.; W. E. Sheldon, West Newton, Mass.; 
or James Cruikshank, Albany, N. Y. 





Trenton Cuurcugs.—A correspondent from 
Trenton, N. J., informs us that the State 
street Methodist Episcopal church was dedi- 
cated to the service of God on Thursday, the 
14th of June, Bishop Janes officiating. 

The corner stone of the Trinity Episcopal 
church, (Academy street,) was also laid on 
Friday, the 15th. The Rt. Rev. Bishop Oden- 
heimer, officiated in the interesting ceremony. 





p@s~ A Boston correspondent wishes some 
of the contributors of the Sunday-School 
Times, to say what is the best way to conduct 
the Monthly Sunday-school Concert, so as to 
interest a//, but more especially the young 
men of the congregation. , 





pas” The annual meeting of the Clinton 
county Sabbath-School Association, meets at 
Lockhaven, Penn’a, on Friday, July 6th, at 
10 A. M. There will be three sessions, morn- 
ing, afternoon and evening. 





pax The Sunday-School Teachers’ Maga- 
zine, and other London periodicals quoted by 
us from time to time, may be had of Messrs. 
Willmer & Rogers, 42 Nassau street, New 
York. 





ACKNOWLEDGMENT.— For Chloe Lankton, 
$2, anonymous; also $1 from the wife of a 
western Sunday-school missionary. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


s 
LONDON, June 9, 1860. 
THE GREAT STORM. 

ERHAPS in the memory of man there has not 

been such a terrific and destructive storm, ac- 
companied with such fearful loss of property and 
of life, at the close of May and beginning of June, 
as that which has recently raged around the Eng- 
lish coast, and in the North Sea. During 
Sunday night and morning, the 27th and 28th of 
May, it blew a perfect gale in and around Lon- 
don, demolishing trees, chimney-tops, and causing 
great damage even on the Thames, But the dis- 
asters around the coast have been terrible—more 
than 350 vessels are reported at Lloyd’s as lost 
and damaged ; and while the number of persons 
lost cannot yet be known—it is known to be 
very great—at least 100 North country sailors are 
known to have perished. A great conflict on the 
field of battle would scarcely have brought mourn- 
ing and sorrow inté more families than has this 
fearful storm. It was unlooked for; no one in 
midsummer expected such an event—neither own- 
ers, underwriters, captains, crews, or families, 
were prepared for such a fearful calamity. Had 
it come in the dead of winter, it would have been 
viewed as almost a matter of course. But happen- 
ing at the time it did, it seemed really to partake 
of the character of a Divine visitation. 

Many thoughtful people here feel solemn and 
sad at the signs the of present time. Sum- 
mer here has almost been turned into winter. 
I am now writing, June 9th, by a good fire. 
Pasture lands have been visited by a pestilence, 
and there is no food for the beasts, and meat 
has already increased so much in price that 
it is utterly beyond the reach of the poor, and 
the laboring classes generally. Incessant rains 
for nearly two weeks have covered the fields 
with inundations, giving sad forebodings as to the 
coming crops. And now such a hurricane has 
swept around the coast, that it is literally strewed 
with wrecks, including all the waters between the 
Dutch and German and English coasts. It isim- 
possible not to view with a feeling of awe the pre- 
sent dispensations of Providence. England boasts 
of her wealth and glories in her maritime supre- 
macy; but God has taught her in a moment, in 
midsummer, suddenly and unexpectedly, as a 
clap of thunder from a clear sky, by how 
slender a thread she holds her supremacy, and 
how mutable are all sublunary comforts. “The 
judgments of God are surely upon all,” and the 
nation ought “to learn righteousness.” Nine 
vessels, with their whole crews, were sunk off 
Yarmouth, almost before a signal of alarm had 
been hoisted. A Rotterdam steamer, with eighty 
souls on board, went down like a snow-flake, The 
Hamburg, with fifteen hundred head of cattle 
and sheep, her funnels, masts, and canvas all 
blown away; with oxen rolling in trampling 
masses from end to end, was driven at last, a 
perfect wreck, on the Dutch coast at Texel. 
Another steamer, from Flamborough, with live 
stock, after tossing and struggling with the bil- 
lows, and drifting fearfully, reached the Thames 
anaked bull, five hundred of her cattle lost—and 
as she was driven by the tempest, her passage 








was through a crowd of ships and steamers, all in 
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others floating bottom upwards, and others 
driving rapidly before the tempest, to go to 
pieces on the first shore that interposed itself 
across their path. 

It should be recorded to his honor that the pro- 
verbial courage and endurance of the British 
sailor was never more strikingly evinced than 
during these tremendous gales. Although every 
human effort was demanded of the poor fellows 
at sea to save their own lives, there is no instance 
reported in which an Englishman has hesitated, 
during these appalling storms, to answer a signal 
of distress; and in many cases almost superhu- 
man efforts were made, with the utmost personal 


W d with his jour- | desperate condition ; some foundering headlong, 
u a . his weatiness 


specimen of some few of the questions and an- 





swers, to Wit: i 

Mr. Wells, (to first teacher,) Mr. Brewster: 
Are the events orded here tioned in any 
other portion of Scripture ? 

Mr. Brewster: Yes, in three places, naming 
them 


Mr. Wells: Mr. Hallock, How did the blind 
man know that Jesus was coming into the city? 

Mr. Hallock: Probably, first, by hearing the 
cries of the multitude, 

Mr. Wells: Dr. Prince, why did the blind man 
call Jesus the son of David? . 

Dr. Prince: Because he believed he was de- 
scended from David, and consequently was the 


tend W. toh 





hazard, for saving the lives of the ked 

The loss of property, as reported at Lloyd’s, in 
the storm of the 27th and 28th May, cannot be 
less than £1,500,000, or $8,200,000, in money, 
vessels, and goods. 

June 2, there was another storm scarcely less 
terrible than the preceding, the effects of which 
at sea have not yet been, to any great extent, re- 
ported. It was so violent here, that vessels were 
almost wrecked in sight of London bridge; along 
the railway lines, vast numbers of trees were torn 
up; chimney stacks and walls were overthrown ; 
unfinished brickwork was blown away in frag- 
ments; flag-staffs were snapped in the middle; 
the stucco was stripped from houses as so much 
paper; and very great additional injury has been 
caused in the grain districts in the country. Na- 
ture, indeed, seems to be preparing a hard season 
for the poor of England. The well-grounded fears 
in regard to the growing crops have made the price 
of bread already excessively dear, and the prospect 
is that it will become still dearer. Though it will 
not entirely prevent suffering here, yet happy will 
it be for England, and especially for the poor of 
England, if the crops in America should, this 
year, be abundant. 


THE POOR. 

Speaking of the poor in England, I observe, 
from an official return just published, the appal- 
ling fact, that in this the richest country in the 
world, the pauperism is very great. The num- 
ber of persons receiving relief, the last year, from 
the poor funds, was 834,920!! or about one in 
every thirty-five of the whole population. This, 
however, gives a very imperfect idea of the actual 
pauperism of the country ; for owing to the man- 
ner in which relief is often given, and the jealousy 
of parishes, lest they should aid those who do not 
legally belong to them, thousands upon thou- 
sands of deserving poor will beg, and actually 
starve, rather than apply for aid. 

It may safely be assumed that instead of one 
in every thirty-five, one in every twenty actually 
needs aid. Cases of starvation, and of actual 
death by starvation, are of very frequent occur- 
rence in this city. Painful cases are frequently 
made public, and multitudes of cases are never 
known by the public. This week a clergyman 
told me of a case in his own parish, of a 
poor woman whose starving condition was re- 
ported to him by a Bible-woman, to whom he 
took immediate relief, but it was too late, and 
she died of starvation! 

I know there is want and poverty in my native 
land, especially in the great cities, but O, how 
little compared with what exists in this land, and 
in every country of Europe, and what thankful- 
ness should every American feel, that “the 
lines have fallen to us in such pleasant places,” 
and that the rewards of labor are such as to 
prevent all danger of actual starvation, or even 
serious want to industrious and sober people, 
Thousands of the children of the poor are so 
utterly destitute of such clothes as will even con- 
ceal their nakedness, that it is impossible for 
them to go even to a Ragged school, until they 
are provided with something to cover them. 
How thankful should we be, that our children are 
not in this sad condition, and how earnestly 
should we labor to relieve all who are, whether 
in our own or other lands. In my next, or a 
subsequent letter, I will speak of the wonderful 
and happy results of the labor of Bible-women 
among the poor. 


GARIBALDI AND THE PROGRESS OF THE 

INSURRECTION IN SICILY*AND NAPLES. 

You have no idea how deeply anxious we are 
here for the news every morning from the seat of 
war. The last letters by mail are to May 30, 
4.50 o’clock, P. M., when an armistice had 
been concluded, though the terms were not known. 
But Garibaldi was in a position almost to dictate 
his own terms, except that he wanted ammunition 
and arms. When the cowardly and dastardly fleet 
and fortress, commenced to fire on the town, and 
slaughter women and children, it is reported that 
Garibaldi sent them word, if they did not instantly 
cease their firing, he would retaliate. They want- 
ed to know how, and he told them he had 200 
Neapolitan prisoners, and for every shell they 
threw into the town, one of them should be shot, 
and the firing ceased. 

A telegram from Paris last night, assures us 
that the King of Naples applied to all the five 
great Powers, to guarantee the integrity of his 
kingdom, and that all have absolutely refused 
—England first, and all the others followed. 
Noble! He has also appealed to the French 
Emperor to mediate for the pacification of Sicily, 
and promised to proclaim the constitution of 
1852, but the Emperor declined. Noble! The 
whole world is leaving the wretch to be dealt 
with by his own oppressed and tortured subjects, 
and there is no danger now, but that he will re- 
ceive in some measure his deserts. ‘The news 
from every part of Sicily could not be bet- 
ter. Everywhere the people are rising, and the 
troops are withdrawing, and the cry is every- 
where resounding, “ Viva l’Italia,” “viva Vitto- 
rio Emmanuele,” “viva Garibaldi.” The star of 
Garibaldi never was brighter than at this hour. 
God is using him to bring about his most gra- 
cious purposes in a very wonderful manner. His 
every movement seems made almost as if he 
were under the influence of Divine inspiration, 
and without exactly designing this, he is making 
way for the open Bible, for the introduction of 
faithful Protestant teaching, and the establish- 
ment at no distant day ef Sabbath-schools, 
where even your paper will be read. 

Yours, &c., 





M. L. 





NEW YORK, June 25, 1860. 


Tue New York SunpDAY-ScHoot TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION 
in Session—A TEACHERS’ MeeTING LITERALLY REPRE- 
SENTED—EXCELLENT PRACTICAL IMPROVEMENT OF THE 
Wuote—Next MEBTING IN SpRING Sraest Paespy- 
TERIAN CHURCH ON THE 16TH JULY—ANNUAL MEETING 
or THe Hupson River Baptist Association Soura— 
Lange ATTENDANCE INTERESTING AND INSTRUCTIVE FAcTS 
PRESENTED—YOUNG LaApigs’ ScHOOLS—THE SPINGLER 
InstiruTe—OTHER ScHOOLS. 


HE regular monthly meeting of the New York 
Sunday-School Teachers’ Association was 
held on Monday evening last, the 18th inst., in the 
Seventh street Methodist Episcopal church. Pro- 
bably one hundred schools, of a dozen different 
denominations, were represented by the superin- 
tendent, teacher, or pastor. After the opening 
devotional exercises, Mr. Wells, our chairman, 
said, according to the vote of the last meeting, he 
would present a simple example of an ordinary 
teacher's meeting. At first he thought of selecting 
a number of experienced superintendents, but, 
after a little conference, he had concluded it 
woald be fairer to take the male teachers of his 
own school, without selection. At his request 
they seated themselves within the railing, near 
the pulpit, The lesson taken was Luke 18: 35,43. 
The story of blind Bartemeas. It being the 
regular lesson for their own school on the next 
Lord’s day. For one half hour Mr. Wells closely 
Questioned the teachers, in succession, on the 


leading thoughts of the lesson. I will give a 





Mr. Wells: Was it profitable for the blind man 
to leave off begging, and ask mercy from Jesus ? 

Answer: Yes, sir: he received his sight. It is 
at all times profitable to give the necessary time 
to be a Christian. 

Mr. Wells: Why did the people check the blind 
man when coming to Christ? . 

Answer: Because they probably thought his 
request too unimportant to occupy the time of 
Jesus. 

Illustration was here given. 

Mr. Wells: Where was Jesus going at the 
time? 

Answer: To Jerusalem. He was visiting that 
city for the last time. 

Mr. Wells: What did the blind man ask Jesus 
for? 

Answer: He cried to Jesus to restore his sight. 
We should ask for what we immediately need. 

Mr. Wells: What did Ohrist do in answer to 
the blind man’s prayer? 

Answer: He gave him his sight, and he follow- 
ed Jesus in the way, glorifying God, &c. 

After a pretty thorough analysis of the lesson, 
and various illustrations, Mr. Wells then turned 
to the first teacher, Mr. Brewster, and asked him 
what kind of a class he had, and what use he 
would make of this lesson to them. 

Mr. B. replied that he had about a dozen boys, 
twelve to fourteen years of age, and he would im- 
prove the lesson by endeavoring to transfer the 
train of thought, to their own personal spiritual 
blindness, convince them of their sin, and point 
them to Christ as the only one who had the di- 
vine healing power, “The entrance of thy word 
giveth light.” 

Dr. Prince was then asked for his manner of 
improving the lesson. He replied that his class 
was somewhat younger, and a very inquisitive 
class of boys. Their curiosity must be met and 
satisfied. I would tell the children of the impor- 
tance of sight to the body; of the character and 
offices of vision: of the delicate and beautiful 
structure of the eye. How easy its sight is lost. 
So sin destroys our moral vision, blinds the soul, 
and the necessity of applying each one directly 
to the great physician, Jesus Christ. Like the 
blind man, call on the Saviour for sight. 

Mr. Wells then regretting the want of time to 
hear the different processes in the use of the les- 
sons by the other teachers present, would detain 
the teachers a very few moments, to suggest some 
uses to be made of it, with that important part of 
a Sunday-school—an infant class. He then gave 
a dialogue, representing himself as a teacher with 
an imaginary class, plying the little ones with 
questions, and drawing out the answers, true to 
infant-school life. He excited their sympathies 
for the blind, spoke of the fearful state of the 
sinful heart, the greater blindness of the sinner’s 
soul, and, with a warm, loving heart, led them to 
call upon Jesus for sight and life. The whole 
scene, illustrations, &c., will not soon be forgotten. 

Tt seems to gue and to others with whom I have 
consulted, that this meeting of the iation 





winning influence of the mission work in the 





oa ae “became interested 
in religion some two or th ears ago, and was 
soon baptized. She belonged to a very large 
family, notone of which were at all interested in 
religious things. Soon one little girl was brought 
into the day-school, then another and ano- 


ther, and now I have baptized the old man, 
seventy-three years old, his wife, four children, 
and three grand-children. 

The Rev. ©. C. Norton then made a similar 
appeal on his field and ward; saying he had just 
concluded it to be his duty to give up the after- 
noon service entire, and bring the whole chureh 
directly into the Sunday-school work. The ease 
of a little child was stated, who invited her in. 
fidel, aged grandmother, to go with her to a 
Sabbath-evening meeting. She went, became in. 
terested in religious things, in three months she 
was admitted to the church, and three months 
ago, she went home to heaven, as we trust, re- 
joicing in Jesus. 

Mr. Sears, superintendent of the South Baptist 
church, gave several interesting facts bearing on 
the work, and referred to the glorious work 
accomplished in their own church by the practica) 
working of the plan of systematic Christian visi- 
tation. He cited the case of a sister, who found 
in her district a woman in the last stage of con- 
sumption, but unconcerned. She talked and 
prayed with her, once, twice and three times, but 
without any impression. Then the pastor called, 
but only indiff was ifested. The visite 
were continued, and soon she became anxious for 
her salvation, and found peace in Jesus. This 
was only one of the incidental results of systematic 
visitation. 

Mr. Wm. D. Mangum, from Stanton street, 
made a very warm, earnest appeal on bebalf of 
the Fourth Ward Mission. 

At a late hour the Convention reluctantly ad- 
journed. 

The cause of higher female education is eyi- 
dently rising in this vicinity, and I am happy 
to add, every way improving. In order that your 
readers may get some idea of the amount of 
meaning I attach to the above sentence, I beg 
leave to state a few things in the present position 
of one of these female seminaries. 

The Spingler Institute since its organization, 
twelve years ago, has been under the special 
charge of the Rev. Gorham D. Abbott, and has 
had in the process of education over 1,500 young 
ladies in its ten graduating years, and 200 young 
ladies have left its walls with its highest honors. 
Another class hes just graduated. The exercises 
were very simple, consisting of a farewell hymn 
to the graduates and another from the graduates, 
a prayer, brief but beautiful addresses from the 
accomplished Principal, from the Rev. Prof. H. B. 
Smith and the Rev. Dr. Tyng. The compositions 
were read by the Principal and his assistant, a 
young clergyman, and the diplomas were pre- 
sented by the Principal. 

That your readers may know the pecuniary 
investment of such a college for young ladies. 
I may add that the senior department of the 
Institute, with forty er fifty young lady boarders, 
representing most of the States of our Union, 
are accommodated in the “palace” on Fifth 
avenue, corner of Thirty-fourth street, which 
cost the Principal recently, just two hundred 
thousand dollars, while the three splendid build- 
ings conjoined on Union Square, for the accom- 
modation of the junior and juvenile departments, 
are worth more than $100,000. 

All this is costly, and may appear extravagant, 
but there seems to be a determination to spare 
no expense to give to the young ladies the high- 
est possible facilities for improvement and accom- 

lish ts. Last evening I noticed in the pic- 








was more suggestive and more interesting than 
any we have ever attended. It is hoped and ex- 
pected that the same plan will be called up again, 
and some similar illustrations given at our next 
meeting in the Spring street Presbyterian church, 
the Rev. Dr. Davidson’s, on the third Monday 
evening in July. 

Mr. Stow, the delegate from the Brooklyn 
Union, and the Rev. Mr. De Haas, the warm- 
hearted and eloquent pastor of the church where 
we met, favored us with brief, stirring add 


ture gallery of the Institute, the originals of 
Cole’s Voyage of Life, and many other paintings, 
rare and costly, and a set of philosophical appa- 
ratus, scarcely to be equalled in our best colleges. 

If our sons have millions contributed to found 
their colleges, why, may I ask, should not as 
ample an outlay be given as fully to accomplish 
our daughters? 

I have mentioned only the Spingler Institute. 
It is, however, only one of quite a number of 
instituti of like character, with which our 





and the meeting adjourned. 

The Hudson River Baptist Association South 
held its annual meeting in this city, in the Six- 
teenth street Baptist Church, on the 19th and 20th 
of June, inst. The attendance was large, and, as 
usual with that body, one evening was devoted to 
the great interests of Sabbath-schools. Herman 
L. White, Esq., superintendent of the Amity street 
Baptist church Sunday-school, occupied the 
chair. The children and young people present 
led the singing in some choice selections of Sab- 
bath-school music. 

Mr. 8S. 8. Constant was first called upon to 
make remarks. He spoke of the Sunday-school 
work, especially in this section of the city, where 
he pad resided for more than twenty years. He 
referred to nine Baptist churches in the section, 
which much needed mission-schools to be attached 
toeach of them. He appealed to them, on behalf 
of the children, and in the name of the denomi- 
nation, to enter the mission field. In his own 
German mission-school, in Thirty-eighth street, 
he had parted with more than fifty teachers 
within a year. One excellent lady, who had la- 
bored faithfully with him in that school for eight 
years, was an Episcopalian. 

The Rev. Dr. Taylor, of the Strong Place Bap- 
tist church, was then introduced. He spoke with 
gratitude of the ninety hard working Sunday- 
school teachers, in his own church and mission- 
school. He declared “ the best men and the best 
women identified with our church, are’ engaged 
as teachers.” He baptized two or three at the 
last communion, and he expected to baptize two 
more in a Sabbath or two, every one of whom 
dated their conviction to the funeral of a Sunday- 
school child, case not given. He made a strong 
appeal. Rey. Mr. Horzen, from Wisconsin, pre- 
sented an affecting account of the obstacles in 
the progress of mission-schools and churches in 
the far west. The great want of books and gospel 
institutions, was particularly referred to. The 
Rev. Dr. Gillette, pastor of the Calvary Baptist 
church responded, pledging his own church for 
the establishmeut of a new mission-school as a 
beginning. He warmly urged others to the 
same good work. Mr. Pardee, of the New York 
Union, being called upon, expressed his pleasure 
in meeting once more the earnest workers of the 
Hudson River Baptist Association, and his par- 
ticular gratification, at the practical, earnest sen- 
timents advanced this evening. Mr. Constant 
had referred to the district west and north of 
Greenwich avenue, Of the 25,000 children with- 
in that district, at least 12,000 were without the 
Sunday-school, and need to be reached without 
delay, and the most of them could be reached by 
persevering, systematic mission-school effort on 
the part of the churches. He then referred to 
other parts of the field, particularly the Eleventh 
Ward, represented here to-night by brother Nor- 
ton, that most densely populated ward in this 
city or in America, that ward which alone re- 
presented 5,000, if not 6,000 children, as yet un- 
reached by Protestant or Catholic Sunday-schools, 
At least ten mission-schools of 500 scholars each 
were required to supply the lack of that ward. 
The churches in this city had men and means in 
abundance to supply all the lack in this regard in 
every ward, whenever they were blessed with a 
will and systematized effort. 

The Rey. Mr. Pendleton, pastor of the Cannon 
street Baptist church, then represented the sad 
wants of his field in the Thirteenth Ward. Mul- 





titudes never see a church. He spoke of the 


city is favored. I may mention particularly the 
Rev. Dr. Van Norman’s Institute on Murray Hill, 
the Ferris Institute, the Packer Institute, with 
no less than 600 pupils, that of the Misses Meeker, 
the Misses Haven, Miss Haynes, Professor Green- 
leaf, &c. 

It gives me pleasure to add, that while these in- 
stitutions present everything wealth can furnish, 
yet it is not done at the expense of the moral and 
religious. I have never known a holier religious 
atmosphere in any private school than appears in 
these institutions. The young ladies from the 
sunny South, and the active West, who come here 
to study can also be found—some of them—on 
each returning Lord’s day, in our city Sab- 
bath-schools as teachers, and in our Sabbath- 
schools and*Bible-classes as pupils, and quite uni- 
formly in the strictest and best associations. An 
occasional exception will not vacate the genera! 
rule. I may also add, that the standard of edu- 
cation and the motive to action are both in the 
process of being elevated in these institutions. 
The highest motives only are in some of them 
appealed to. The practice of giving elegant pre- 
sents to the students, or having exhibitions for the 
putting forward of show scholars, is quite abolished 
in some, and falling into disuse in others. 

The leading spirits, or principals, of these in- 
stitutions are independent enough to discard in- 
ferior appliances, and appeal only to the highest 
moral motive of action, amd it proves a success. 

An inquiry may here arise, what is the expense 
of attending these costly city schools. I reply, 
about the ordinary rate of from $10 to $25 per 
term for day pupils, and $400 to $500 per year for 
boarders, including all expenses. Crepo. 








HARTFORD, Conn., June 25, 1860. 


Hartrorp County Convention—Wuat Makes a Good 
SaBBATH-SCHOOL—SERMONS TO CHILDREN—GOOD RESOLU- 
TIONS——SyYsTeMATIC VISITATION RECOMMENDED—-THE 
Sunpay-Scnoo. Times APPRECIATED—MISSION-SCHOOLS 
ENOOURAGED—HARTFORD SINGERS. 


HE Hartford County Sabbath-School Conven- 

tion, at Plainville, on Thursday of last week, 
was well attended, the exercises being highly 
satisfactory. Deacon Alfred Andrews, of New 
Britain, was President; Messrs. J. B. Wood, of 
North Manchester, and L. 8. Clark, of Plainville, 
vice-presidents, and H. D. Stanley, of New Bri- 
tain, secretary. Verbal reports were made from 
Sabbath-schools in Avon, Bristol, Burlington, 
East Hartford, Enfield, Farmington, Glastenbury, 
Hartford, Manchester, New Britain, Plainville, 
Plymouth, Simsbury, Southington and Thomp- 
sonville. These statements showed the schools of 
the county to be, as a whole, in a decidedly hope- 
ful and progressive state. 

The Plainville schools, Baptist, Methodist, 
Episcopal and Congregational are particularly 
flourishing. The latter is nearly as large as the 
entire congregation with which it is connected, 
and includes the old, the middle aged and the 
young. During the progress of the Convention, 
frequent inquiry was made of the superintendent 
as to the secret of its success. This was a some- 
what difficult question for himto answer. He could 
only say that in his field pastor and people unite in 
giving prominence to the Sunday-school, making it 
arespectable and popular place of Sabbath neon re- 
sort, while the village being comparatively new, 
there are but few frozen hearted old inhabitants 
to frown upon efforts for bringing the children to 
Christ, and but little fear entertained of degrading 
the ministry by having the gospel preached to 





the young. It was also suggested, not without 
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reason, by # member of the Convention, that the 
remarkably face and winning way of the 
superintendent, with his kind word for all, had 
something to do with attracting the children in 
such numbers to the school. 

The venerable Dr. Porter, of Farmington, 
made an interesting stat t as to the suc- 
cess which has attended the preaching of the 
Rev. Mr. Chesebrough, of Glastenbury, to the 
ehildren of his charge. Once in two months Mr. 
C. gives up a Sabbath afternoon to the little ones, 
and gathering them immediately before him, in 
the body of the church, presses to their warm and 
longing hearts the truths of the gospel in such a 
manner as to interest and profit not only his 
youthful but his adalt hearers, the latter seeming 
to enjoy this exercise as fully as the former. 

Most of the day was occupied in discussing the 
resolutions adopted by the county secretaries of 
our State Association, at their meeting in New 
Haven some months since, (then published in 
the Times.) With asingle verbal alteration, these 
were unani ly passed by the Con- 
vention, They recommend: Ist. Local conven- 
tions and meetings for consultation of the officers 
of neighboring schools. 2d. Systematic Chris- 
tian visitation, to reach all those now, outside of 
direct religious influence. 3d. The monthly Sun- 

school concert of prayer. 4th. Uniformity of 
time in the holding of annual meetings for the 
choice of officers, in the various Sabbath-schools 
of the State. 5th. The Sunday-Sehool Times, as 
“admirably adapted to awaken and maintain an 
interest in behalf of the Sabbath-school cause, 
as well as to instruct its readers as to the best 
method of conducting Sunday-school exercises, 
and of making those exercises profitable to both 
teachers and taught.” 6th. A fall record in every 
school. 7th. The organization of branch or 
mission-schools, on the borders of our country 
towns and elsewhere, as needed. 

The Convention continued through the day 
and evening. The evening exercises consisted 
of brief addresses on the general cause by friends 
from abroad, with the addition of very fine sing- 
ing, from a band.of young men who went out 
from this city, to show their interest in the good 
G@LEANER. 
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work. 





ROCKVILLE, Ct., June 23, 1860. 


A VENERABLE Bopy—Home EVANGELIZATION IN CONNEC- 
TicuT—STARTLING Facts—ReLicious ApaTay — Sas- 
BATH-Scaoots Prosperous—VaLve or Harp Work— 
ASSOCIATIONAL SERMON. 


HE Congregational General Association of 

Connecticut, held its one hundred and fifty- 

first annual meeting at this place the present 

week, convening on Tuesday, and adjourning 
on Thursday. 

Perhaps the most mteresting item of its pro- 
ceedings was the report of the committee on 
Home Evangelizati Pp ted by the Rev. L. 
W. Bacon, of Litchfield. This committee was 
raised two years since. Last year it was re- 
newed and enlarged, “for the purpose of collect- 
ing in a reliable form, facts bearing upon the 
religious destitution of our State.” During the 
past twelve months, investigations have been 
pursued, chiefly under the direction of the Rev. 
Mr. Bacon, whose thoroughness, energy, enthu- 
siasm and ability, have secured material for a 
most valuable, instructive and entertaining re- 
port. It is quite startling in some of its deve- 
lopments, and will doubtless arouse pastors and 
churchee, to am increase of religious effort in their 
several fields of influence, by exhibiting to them 
the extent and the importance of the missionary 
work to be done just about them. 

The usual “ narrative of the state of religion” 
was presented by the Rev. Professor Fisher, of 
the Yale College church. By this it seems that 
within the bounds of the Association, “the last 
year has not been marked either by improve- 
ment in the piety of church members, or by 
conversions without the church. Nearly all the 
district reports begin with the remark, that in this 
point of pre-eminent importance, nothing of 
special interest has occurred. They proceed 
to say that apathy of feeling pervades the church 
to a deplorable extent, and confess that few have 
been reached effectually in the last twelve months 
by the preaching of the gospel.” 





In this season of general coldness, it is de- 
lightful to be informed further by the same nar- 
rative, that “the reports with hardly an excep- 
tion, dwell upon the progress of Sabbath-schools, 
the extraordinary attention which they are awa- 
kening, and the increase in the number of the 
pupils. The New London county association, 
state that the Sabbath-schools within their 
bounds, are thriving beyond precedent. The 
Litchfield South Association, make a similar 
statement, and add that special efforts have been 
made to secure a good attendance in these 
schools. Christians have gone out into the 
streets and lanes, to invite the children of the 
poor and neglected, to come to the place of in- 
struction. In one instance the church has made 
an appropriation to supply clothing to such as 
were not decently clothed. In fine the hopeful 
aspect of the Sabbath-sclrools has called out from 
the various associations, the warmest expressions 
of satisfaction. On this topic mere than on any 
other, in the good tidings which they present, 
their testimony is emphatic and united.” 

This is surely most satisfactory evidence as to 
the value of the efforts put forth within the past 
two or three years, by the friends of this cause 
in our State, for the advancement of the Sunday- 
school interest, the increase and improvement 
of our schools. 

The associational sermon was preached on 
Tuesday evening, by the Rev. T. T. Waterman, of, 
Danielsonville, from the text (Matthew vii. 15, 
16,) “ Beware of false prophets, &c.” Y. Y. L. 





BELOIT, Wisconsin, June 14, 1860. 
SunDay-Scnoon Mission Work in BeLort—Larce UNION 
ScHooL OxGanissp—Firty Teachers AND Two Hun- 
DRED CHILDREN PLEDGED TO ATTEND—THE COLLEGE STU- 


DENTS AT WORK IN THE CoUNTRY—BATTLING AGAINST 
SPIRITUALISM. 


rs Christian people in this city finding tha; 
there are many children eyen in Beloit, with 
all its advantages, that are not reached by Sab- 
bath-school instruction, organized a Union mis- 
sion-school, on Sunday last, in a large hall. J. 
P. Samuel, Sunday-school missionary, has been 
laboring here about ten days, aiding them in this 
much needed enterprize, by holding meetings in 
the hall, singing and talking with the children. 
Not less than from four to five hundred children 
have attended these meetings, and they have 
done much to help on the work by reaching those 
children that have not been reached by the Sun- 
day-schools held in the churches, and arousing 
the Christian people in gathering the children. 

It is gratifying to the Christian heart to see 
how cheerfully the people take hold of the enter- 
prise. They all seem to have a mind to work. 
About fifty teachers are pledged to labor, and are 
canvassing the city, to try to gather them in from 
the streets and lanes. Nearly two hundred 
children have given in their names that are not 
members of avy other Sunday-school. Mr, H. 
W. Wilcox is chosen the superintendent, and is 
deeply interested in the school. With such a 
noble band of workers, and with God’s blessing, 
if their faith fail not, it will be a success. 

The students of the college are doing a noble 
work in the country, some of them going six or 
eight miles every Sabbath to hold Sunday-schools 
in small school-houses, and to preach the gospel. 
Last Sunday these school-houses were crowded to 
overflowing with attentive hearers, and were ad- 
dressed by J. P. Samuel, missionary, and we 
trust much good was done. 

It is to be regretted that that modern form of 
infidelity called “Spiritualism,” has found its 


way in these country places, and has taken hold 
of the minds of the people. Those that go into 
the mission work in these places will have much 
opposition. The best way to do with them is to 
go straight forward, and sow the seeds of truth, 
and with Nehemiah say, we are “doing a great 
work and cannot come down.” These students 
have much of this to contend with on their fields. 
Their experience gained in this work will be 
of great benefit to them when they enter upon the 
work of the ministry. The influence of the col- 
lege and high school is felt for good in and 
around the city. S. 8. M. 





CHICAGO, June 15, 1860. 
Tue I[LtiNois State ConvENTION. 
AVING returned from the State Sunday- 
School Convention, held at Bloomington, 
Illinois, I will furnish you some account of its 
proceedings. 

In consequence of an unwillingness on the 
part of the railroad superintendents in Illinois, to 
favor such gatherings for the moral improvement 
of society by granting half-fare tickets to those 
who wish to attend them, as is usual with political 
gatherings, the Convention was comparatively 
small. Phe Chicago, Alton, and St. Louis railroad 
was an honorable exception to the above rule, 
permitting the delegates from Chicago to go and 
return for one fare. 

The Convention was organized by the appoint- 
ment of Mr. R. M. Guilford, of Chicago, presi- 
dent, and the Rev. Mr. Waldo and the Rev. Mr. 
Lathrop, secretaries, and a good corps of vice 
presidents. Various items of business were dis- 
posed of in the morning, and in the afternoon the 
schools of the Bloomington Sunday-School Union 
met to hold their anniversary meeting. A very 
large hall was crowded to its utmost capacity, and 
the Methodist church was filled by those who 
could not be accommedated in the hall. The 
meetings were quite enthusiastic. 

The Convention was received upon the platform’ 
by the President of the Union, in a neat and 
pertinent address of welcome, which was re- 
sponded to by the President of the Convention 
in his usual felicitous style; after which the an- 
niversary exercises proceeded. 

Several hymns were sung by the children, and 
addresses were delivered by the Rev. Mr. Dick- 
inson, of Chicago, the Rev. Mr. Ayars, of the 
American Sunday-School Union, Mr. Ayers, of 
Jackson, and another gentleman whose name I 
do not recollect. The addresses were generally 
appropriate and satisfactory. 

At the conclusion of these exercises, the differ- 
ent schools repaired to their several places of 
entertainment; some to their churches, and others 
to a grove near by, where they regaled them- 
selves on the abundance of delicacies furnished 
for them, and served up by the ladies of their 
schools. For the children it was quite a gala 
day. 

In the evening a large audience—among whom 
was a large representation of ladies—assembled 
to hear the debates of the Convention. The dis- 
cussion was well conducted, and the interest was 
unabated until the close of the meeting. 

On Thursday morning, the Convention assem- 
bled in the Presbyterian- church, a fine edifice 
lately erected, and continued to discuss various 
topics of interest, in connection with the Sunday- 
school work in the State during the day. 

In the evening the ehurch was again well 
filled, to hear the Sunday-school experience of 
teachers, superintendents and pastors. It was a 
season of much interest and profit. 

After the exercises of the evening were over, 
the Convention closed its second session, and ad- 
journed to meet at Alton, on the first Tuesday in 
June, 1861. 

In this connection I wish to remark :—First, 
The most affectionate brotherly kindness pre- 
vailed from the commencement to the conclu- 
sion; showing that Christians of different deno- 
minations can meet together, discuss questions 
of general interest to the church, and feel that 
they are brethren in the Lord. 

Second. During the proceedings of the Con- 
vention, singing was an important item. When- 
ever a question of particular interest had been dis- 
cussed and settled, Mr. Wilder, who had been 
appointed chorister for the Convention, would 
sing some appropriate Sunday-school song, which 
would thrill the hearts, and enliven the feelings 
of every one present; so that singing became a 
part of the exercises of the Convention, with an 
interest equalled only in the Sabbath-school. 

A resolution was passed to hold a State Con- 
vention annually, and also to divide the State 
into twelve districts, in each of which there should 
be held annually, a district convention, and dis- 
trict committees were appointed, who should have 
charge of the matter, and be active in getting up 
such conventions. In this way it is hoped that 
every part of the State, will have the Sunday- 
school spirit revived in it during the year. 

A strong desire was felt by many, to have 
another year, the entire proceedings reported 
and published in the Sunday-School Times, 
hoping thereby to stimulate the friends of Sun- 
day-schools in this north-western country to 
greater activity in the Sunday-school cause. 
Could not the Union furnish a reporter? 

Messrs. Abbe, Colyer and Glendenning, mis- 
sionaries of the American Sunday-School Union, 
were at the Convention, taking an active part in 
its proceedings. Mr. Evans, of the “valley of 
the Mississippi,” was present also, looking after 
the Sunday-school interests in the southern por- 
tion of the State, and representing those inte- 
rests in a zealous manner. These laborious, self- 
sacrificing men are bending their energies to the 
promotion of the Sunday-school cause, in the 
destitutions of this western country, with a zeal 
at once creditable to themselves and the institu- 
tion with which they are connected. 

Mr. J. H. Tomlinson also was present, from the 
Sunday-School Depository at Chicago, well- 
known in this country as an active and efficient 
Sunday-school man, who is doing much to for- 
ward the Sunday-school cause in the north- 
west. 

I think this Convention will have a happy in- 
fluence upon the Sunday-school interests of our 
State, and upon the cause of Christ generally. 

Yours, respectfully, PuILos, 


ST. PAUL, June 18, 1860. 

ANNIVERSARY WEEK IN St. PAvL—Munnesota Sunpay- 
HOoL ConvenTion—A “Great Svccess”—GRaAPaIC 
REVIEW OF TH2 GATHERINGC—RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED— 
NUMBER OF ScHOOLS IN THE STATE—ACTIVE SUNDAY- 

SoHooL MissionaRies—NEW RELIGIOUS Book-STORE. 
I SEND you herewith our city paper with a 
meagre report of the proeeedings of our anni- 
versary week. The spirit of the di ions of our 





commenced its sessions,) still to us it is of value 
as giving something to start from another year. 
Perhaps you can hardly appreciate the difficulty 
of getting at any exnct figures in a new State like 
ours. In the first place, to get at the schools with 
the documents, to find where they are, then where 
settlements are filling up, schools forming, records 
neglected, the workmen new to the place and ig- 
norant of exact information, you can readily see 
that full tables of figures that won’t lie are out of 
the question. Still we think we have made a start, 
got our foot on something firm, and that hereafter 
we shall encounter less and less difficulties. This 
year, in everything which pertains to the business 
of the convention, our committee are under many 
obligations to your missionaries in the State, all 
of whom have been most ready to help in the dis- 
tribution of our blanks and in collecting them. 
They were also all on hand at the convention, and 
afforded the committee much aid in supplying 
gaps and all information in their power. Among 
other papers enclosed is an estimate of the num- 
ber of schools in 34 counties (supplied by them.) 
This is very nearly correct, and shows how much 
has been done and how much more remains to be 
done. Some three or four county associations 
have been formed during the past year, (auxiliary 
to the State association,) the good fruits of which 
are seen in the increased number of schools in 
those counties, as, for instance, Fillmore, Good- 
hue, and Ninona. 

In the convention, the Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th, and 7th 
topies on the list were discussed with great hear- 
tiness. The 4th, of course, was a hard one to pass, 
and the whole subject of denominational versus 
union schools was gone over. No bones were 
broken, however, the friends of the American Sun- 
day-School Union being ready for the thrusts made 
at the good work in which she is engaged, and 
closing the di ion by the passage of the well- 
worded resolution of Mr. Sheer, (late missionary 
to China, ) thus leaving the church schools to teach 
their doctrines, and your missionaries also re- 
lieved from embarrassment in the formatory work 
which the table shows they are doing. The prize 
system was also overhauled, and a cautionary 
resolve passed upon it, while we are sure that 
your society will agree with usin the check upon 
the indiscriminate rush of all sorts of books into 
our libraries. 

The children’s meetings passed off right plea- 
santly, both churches being filled, and stirring 
speeches and fair singing being interspersed, while 
the Minnesota Bible Society and our City Tract 
Society received new impulses from their anni- 
versaries. 

Altogether the week has been a marked one in 
the religious history of our State. Another year, 
with good crops and the returning indications of 
a new and rational prosperity, the hospitality of 
our citizens will be drawn upon to a three or four 
fold extent, and we are sure the draft will be 
cheerfully honored. A blessed influence is left 
behind, as well as disseminated, giving new life 
and vigor to all our church and benevolent en- 
terprizes. 

A want long felt of a religious book-store in 
our community is just supplied in the opening of 
such an one by Mr. D. D. Merrill, an active and 
efficient member of our Executive Committee, who 
proposes to supply Sabbath-school and. church 
literature and the best religious publications of 
the day. Our ministers gathered here during the 
past week have been feasting their eyes over his 
well filled shelves, and yearning for the wherewith 
to make part of their contents their own. May 
the time soon come when they will not wish in 
vain. 





Sunday Schools in Minnesota (as far as Known.) 
—Anoka county, 10; Benton, 4; Blue Earth, 15; 
Brown, 3; Chisago, 6; Carver, 3; Dakota, 14; 
Dodge, 10; Fillmore, 20; Freeborn, 5; Faribault, 
5; Goodhue, 34; Hennepin, 25; Houston, 17; 
Isanti, 2; Lesener, 11; Morrison, 5; Mille Lac, 
2; Meeker, 3; McLeod,5; Mower, 9; Nicollet, 8; 
Olmsted, 20; Ramsey, 17; Rice, 15; Sherburne, 
4; Stearns, 8; Sibley, 4; Scott, 10; Stezle, 6; 
Washington, 15; Wright, 12; Wabashaw, 21; 
Winona, 32. Total, 390. 


Yours truly, H. M. Kwox. 





DETROIT, Mich., June 16, 1860. 

\HE following is the order of exercises of the 
s| school of which I have charge: 

School meets at 2 P. M. 

1. Call the school to order. 

2. Read the lesson in concert. 

3. Singing. 

4, Prayer; at the close of which the entire 
school joins in the Lord’s Prayer. 

5. Distribution of books. 

6. Recitation of lesson. 

7. Singing. 

8. Review or remarks. 

9. Announce next lesson and notices. 

10. Secretary’s report. 

11. Singing. 

12. Dismiss. 

I trust other superintendents will give us 
through the 7imes their order of exercises, that 
we may be able to compare and adopt the best. 

A. T. B., Superintendent. 





SELECTIONS FROM THE 
Sansom Street Prayer-Meeting. 
[Reported for the Sunday-School Times.] 

“I Pray for You Too.”—I was called for, once, 
to visit a little boy of five or six years of age, that 
I had seen and spoken to before. I went to his 
chamber, where she was lying on a sick bed. I 
talked to him a few moments about Jesus, and then 
asked him what he did all the day long to while 
away the slow hours. “0,” he replied, “I spend 
so much time in praying for my father and mo- 
ther and sister.” I stayed a little while longer 
and then turned to go. Just as I reached the 
door [heard his childish voice calling tome. I 
went back, bent dowp my ear to his couch to hear 
what he wanted to say, when he whispered, “And 
Ipray for you, too, Mr.——.” Nearly two years 
have passed since, continued the speaker, but I 
can never forget that child’s sentence, and its in- 
fluence on my labors none but God can know or 
eternity reveal. 





The Ministry of Afliction.—I have often thought 
of the large ministry that sorrow is appointed to 
execute in the church of Christ. How familiar we 
are with the truth that some of our most devoted 
Christians have been led to the foot of the cross, 
or, rather, have been led higher and higher on the 
sides of Zion, by that dark-road minister. How 
common a thing it is for us to receive, at the com- 





convention cannot be accurately gathered from 
the report, each spicy remark having been set 
down rather at the expense of the great good feel- 
ing which eminently prevailed. The convention 
was in session two days, the interest being fully 
sustained to the close. In numbers we have 
doubled if not trebled the attendance of last year. 
Much necessary business has been transacted, oil- 
ing the wheels of our running gear, and clearing 
away obstructions to our future progress. Much 
information (for a new and widely extended field) 
has also been brought to light, while socially our 
gathering is pronounced a great success by all. 
Our delegates have scattered to every section of 
the State, with hearts encouraged by seeing and 
feeling that they are not alone in the field, and 
and with anew enthusiasm and with a will for 
more earnest working for the next year. 

The report of our Executive Committee, is a 
hastily drawn paper, (overone-third of the reports 





of the schools coming in after the convention 


tables of our churches, fathers who come 
fresh from the graves of children! children who 
come fresh from the grave of a parent! How 
constantly this truth is presented to our mind! 

Very vividly do I now recall one of the most 
touching scenes I ever gazed upon. A little one 
had been cut off suddenly; and cold in death, laid 
upon the bed ready for the grave, she looked 
vastly more like an angel than a human being. 
Her father came into the darkened room, gazed 
upon her, and then retired. Unable to rest, he 
returned again and presented himself at the bed- 
side, looked a moment upon that sweet face, and 
then went away again. And so, during all the 
time the people were gathering for the funeral, 
that poor father went back and forth, unable to 
take the parting look at his little child, soon to 
leave him. At the very next communion, he pre- 
sented himself at the table of the Lord, and 
joined himself to the Lord’s people. 





Let me suggest a thought to the unafilicted 
Christian, a thought that ought to affect the heart. 





aE ne 


I have no doubt there are Christians here who are | 


waiting for nothing else but some affliction before 
they can consent to give up their worldliness and 
consecrate themselves entirely to the Lord. There 
are Christians to-day in the bosom of the church 
who ought to be engaged a thousand times more 
earnestly than they are; and they will be when 
God comes with the rod of affliction and takes away 
their comforts. When they lose the dearest earthly 
friend they have, then they will come to the Lord 
Jesus. Blessings may come by the year, and we 
may enjoy them, lest we should lose them; but 
when sorrows come, then we seek the Lord, and 
ery mightily unto God, for unto whom else can 
we go for relief? 


It is very true that affliction does much to bring 
men to God; but what an evidence of the deep, 
dark depravity of the human heart that it should 
be moved by such means, and not by the manifold 
goodness and kindness of the Lord. Itis true 
that many are brought to seek a home in heaven 
when their happiness is desolated on the earth ; 
when they are broken down by some startling and 
stunning dispensation of providence. When their 
soft-lined nest is broken up, then they spread 
their wings and fly to a higher, holier, happier 
clime. But God does not intend that sorrow so 
much ds his goodness and love should produce 
this effect. Hence the language of Paul, “I be- 
seech you, b , by the ies of God,” not 
by affliction. Also the expression, “ Knowing not 
that the goodness of the Lord leadeth them to 
repentance.” Sorrow may well drive us to the 
“Man of Sorrows,” who experienced its length 
and breadth and height and depth; but 0, should 
not the goodness of the Lord draw us unto him 
who loved us and suffered for us that we might 
rejoice forever with him? 











PARTICULAR NOTICE. 
The insertion of advertisements in the columns 
of this paper of books other than those bearing 
the Society’s imprint, does not involve any recom- 
mendation by the American Sunpay-Scnoon 
Uston of what is so advertised ; nor any respon- 
sibility for the sentiments which may be inculeated 
therein. 





AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
Not of Caarceee te Deena: 


IT HAS TWO GRAND OBJECTS: 
cage 4 _ a Sunday-school wherever there is a desti- 


24.—To and circulate moral and religious publi- 

The Missi: t and the Book Department 
) earns net, both in their operations and in their 
finances, accounts are kept separate, and the moneys 


are ki 

nanan Dorstnen cee ato ate 
ples, in tion is ew: irom its sm: 

to pay the salaries of the Secretaries of the Missionary 


t. 

Society does not make sufficient _ on its pub- 
lications to create a revenue for its Missionary work. 
Contributions for this work are earnestly solicited. They 
may be sent to the 

Treasurer of the American Sunday-School Union, 
at 


Or they be beth at ether af th Bootety’ Depositories. 
may either of the y's 

All contributions go directly to the su of 
sionaries on the field, and to the supply of destitute 
with needful books. NOT ONE DOLLAR CONTRIBUTED TO THE 
SOCIETY, 18 EVER APPROPRIATED TO THE PUBLICATION OF 
BOOKS OR PERIODICALS. 





OVER 500,000 COPIES SOLD. 
THE CHEAPEST AND BEST 
MUSIC FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
SDNDAY-SCHOOL AND ANNIVERSARY HYMNS; 
The Child’s Rekdemeiained Music Book. 

No. 1 contains 60 Hymns and choice Tunes, 


per hu PEER POEL 
No. 2 contains 18 Select Hymns and Tunes, per 

hund oo Gees Ve at OS 10 
No. 3 contains 18 choice Hymns and new Tunes, 

per hundred, - - - - - - 100 
No 4 contains 17 choice Tunes and Hymns, per 

hundred, > MO Se ie io eee 100 
Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4, bound together in one volume, 

with paper covers, indexes, &c., per hundred, 8 00 

. do. bound with strong muslin backs, 

perhundred, - - - - - - = 12380 


This Music Book contains most of the late and popular 
music for Sunday-Schools, such as “ Shining “4 
“Just as I Am,” “ Beautiful City,” “Hastening Home,” 
“T have a Father in the Promised Land,” “ Little Child 
do you Love Jesus,” “I want to be an Angel,” “ Sunday- 
School Army,” &c., &c. For sale by 
G. 8. SCOFIELD, 
American Sunday-School Union tory, 
ew York. 


jel6-tf No. 599 Broadway, 





JUST PUBLISHED 


THE AMERICAN 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL HYMN BOOK. 


A NEW AND CHOICE COLLECTION 


HYMNS, 
DESIGNED FOR 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 
aND . 
PREPARED BY A COMMITTEE 
or 
Pastors and Superintendents, 
In 
New York. 
Price $10.00 per Hundred. 
The American Sunday-School Union, 
1122 Carstnut SrRegtT, PRILADELPHIA. 


599 Broadway, New York. 
141 Washington Street, Boston. 


BOSTON DEPOSITORY 


OF THE 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


No. 141 WASHINGTON STREET, 
BOSTON. 


This is the only depository of the American Sunday- 
School Union in New England. The book trade, Sunday- 
schools, and the public generally, supplied with all pu 
lications, including periodicals, on the same terms as at 
Philadelphia. N. P. KEMP, 
England. 





Treasurer for New 





B. 8. GERMAN. 
RELIGIOUS BOOKSTORE, 
TRACT, SUNDAY-SCHOOL and BIBLE DEPOSITORY 








SECOND ABOVE CO: t Sr. 0 ) Pa. 
Subscriptions taken for the “Sunday-School Times,” 
and other Sunday-school papers. 





TO BE PUBLISHED, 


BY THE 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
LITTLE MAY; 


R, 
OF WHAT USE AM IP 


By tee Autuor or “ Rosa’s Curtpsoop.” 





eS A YOUNG LADY, educated in New 
England, desires to make an engagement as 
TEACHER IN A SEMINARY OR PRIVATE FAMILY, 
in or near the city of Philadelphia, about September 1, 
She professes to be a thorough teacher of the elementary 
and higher English Sdeokenl She ro a 
and Instrumental Music to inners, prepared 
pre tion in various ornamental branches. The 
of reference given and required. Ex in 
regard to salary not large. Address Box 350 phia 
Post Office. 
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Saturday, May 26th. 


MIRIAM’S REWA 36 1 . 
gg ot R RD, pe. Sme. Cloth, 
Price 12 cts. 
A very impressive to illustrate the wisdom of 
“ keeping a conscience of offence.” 


Saturday, May 12th. 
THE WORD OF LIFE. By W. B. Mackenzie. 

l6mo. cloth. Price 40 cts. . 

We can confidently commend this volume to all classes 
of readers who desire to know their duty, and to be di- 
rected and quickened in the discharge of 1. 
brings to view important principles, which are 
and enforced with great earnestness and fidelity. It 
only its intrinsic excellence to secure for it the attention 
it —but no one who reads it will delay to 
of it to another, and so it may find its way i 
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Saturday, April 28th. 
MADDIE AND LOLLY. 18mo., Cl with 
This is a sequel to the story of Little Alice’s Palace, and 
answers questions that have 
and statesmen in a way that a very little can un- 
Saturday, April 21st. 
GLEANINGS FROM GOSPEL STORY; OR, 
New Testament narsatives ex, and illustrated. 


With a Preface by Rev. W. B. zie, M. A, 18mo. 
cloth, illustrated. 30 cts. 


Twelve leading 
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young or old. 
Saturday, April 14th. 

LITTLE ALLICE’S PALACE; 0 - 
NY HART. 1 cloth, with Py ees 
piece engraved title. Price 12 cents. 

A very ingenious and en narrative to show 


how we can get sunshine into our hearts and houses. 
Saturday, April Tth. 
TUR ARES RPAN, BOUQO Gy RR BU 
SELL. 18mo. , price 35 cents, 


If we could insure the reading of this interesting nar- 
rative of the 








Series 1. 
Containing: 
Story of « Dewdrop, 
Heels and Toes too. 
The Little Flower Gatherer. 
_ Secmte ry wh t Trying Will Do 
ames Ferguson; or, a r. le 
The Raiuy Day; or, Be Your Own Kate. 
Series 2. 


jesome 

Little Things not to be 

Coopers . 

Mischief; or, Harry and Lozzie. 

Done up in packages of twelve books each, with a neat 
wrapper.’ Price 12 cents per package. 

Published and for sale by 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 


1122 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
599 Broadway, New York. 
141 Washington Street, Boston. 





REMOVAL. 
NEW YORE 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL DEPOSITORY. 


The New York Depository of the American Sunday- 
School Union has been Removep from No. 875 Broad- 
way, to 
No. 599 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 
OPPOSITE THE METROPOLITAN HOTEL. 





"A fant assortment of Sunday-echood 
hand, at the lowest prices. . BOOFIELD 


on 
599 Broadway, N. ¥, 


the evangelical narratives of 
wris"ta tes ne iateatne Gisiescae ee, |» NEW INFANT SCRIPTURE LIBRARY. 


















BEAUTIFUL PRINTS. 
AND 


ILLUSTRATED BOOKS, 
Published by 

THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UION. 

LEMTOAPE TELDETRATTONS, oF am 





SMALL LIBRARIES FOR LITTLE FOLKS, 
Published by ; 
The American Sunday-School Union, 
‘ANT LIBRARY, Nos. 1, 2,8, 4,and8. In pack- 


12 books 
10, 11, and 12. In 


Nos. 1 and 











by fifty thousand between ten and 
on Sunday achoals in the Waited Btates, we should feel 
m Sui 6 
os ff the peace and ty of many a household in ROSA: 
greally prowoted, ‘The principles that should govern e ’ 
the affairs of life are not affected in 
in the ffary of life are notatcted by titres OR, THE PARISTAN GIRL 
and gentleness which are so in a girl at (With illustrations.) 
service are not less desirable in her employer’s daughter. ha toring ce 
The above are beautifully and strongly bound, in — alee 
extra muslin. Many of them ‘ae ry luetratad a of Pee & Cary 
may be obtained ai Freee corres- 
Dicativas, and from beskestioes: qunssaliy. Vall cate: pondent of the Times. Now 4 





& i 
Perec ttonte eceemeanens | mau Prot Stare Now 
ae cn’ the Chacdenboea bosenslip weal peamar ont 
_ on receipt of the published oolen. inl J UST PUBLISHED, 
pply 
BY THE 
THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-8CHOOL UNION, 
Be AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION, 
NEW YORK DEPOSITORY, THE 
No. 599 Broapway, ‘ 
BOSTON, 141 Wasninaton Srazer. PENNY QUESTION BOOK, 
JUST PUBLISHED, vOR VERY 
NEW STORY BOOKS Ret ee 
~~ PARENTS AND TEACHERS OF INFANTS. 
CHILDREN, 16 rr,, 82u0. : 


designed to embrace all the 
an etn Calne eiaisemaue 











Dial Bet the Body and Sout. the . A. Flack, A. M., Principal of H. 
zee ‘our Scholars; ve the Parable of the Sower Ap- | stitute, Claverack, N. Y. 
Pp 5 
The Wonderful Machine. The Youth’s Sunday-School Gazette, 
The Fault Cured. A Monthly Paper, 
Story of the Old Man and His Four Servants. ouaal ag end it 
oan Series 3. elegant Wood Engravings from designs. 
“ Mise Why.” on Prices at the Depositories. 
Turning Aside. Bt] tooneaddress, - - $1.00 
Butterfly and the Caterpillar. 1 Font, to cna ofdrese, iets © 4.50 
> Who Made Excuses. 100 Copies, per year, tocne address, - = - 8.00. 
pi wane Series 4. Prices when sent by mail with the postage pre-paid. 
> Mand Lennon: : 15 Copies, per year, toone address, - - + $200. 
Teitinn wih Tout, nments of the Danger ef | 50 Copies, per your, to one address, - = + 


6.00 

100 Copies, per year, to one address, - - + 2100 
Published by the Am. 8. 8. Union, 1122 Chestnut 8t. 
Payment invariably in advance, ° 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER, 


A Weekly Paper for Children, ; 





or TMREE TIMES A 


Prices at the Depositories. 


mts re 
10 Copies, per year, 65 ¥ 
i epi pear, gee Bo e 


Prices when sent by mail with the postage prepaid. 
- 


hree 
times a 
Cr) . rr) 


Published by the Am. 8. 8. Union, 1122 Chestnut St 
Payment invariably in advance.” 


. 

















SO AS NG co Ege oe Sp PR ROMS AO SIN een SRE 















‘The Chair announced the following gentle- 
to constitute the committee on the 


t of substitu the Sabbath-school for 


' usual Sunday service: F. A. 
Beason. W. Chipman, 8. G. Deblois. * 
‘ of Boston, moved that a com- 


were inted : Charles 
. 8. Souther, Franklin Snow, J. 
-Q. Maynard, 8. G. Deblois. 

The Convention then adjourned till the fol- 
Jowing morning at 9 o’clock. 


FOURTH SESSION, 


Thursday Morning. 


sige Convention met at 9 o’clock. Presi- 
dent in the Chair. 
After singing part of the hymn— 

“ Saviour, source of every blessing,” 


the Rev. H. L. WAYLAND, of Worcester, read 
the Scriptures in the 17th of John, and offer- 


“While 
Aye Nominating Committee — pre- 
paring r report, a communication was 
read 7 the Chairmen from the State Sua - 
school Convention at Bloom , Mlinois, 
dated June 8th. It was signed by Mr. R, K. 
BURNELL of the Committee. It 
extended the warmest Christian greeting to 
the brethren in Massachusetts, co-laborers 
with them in the great cause, the common 
cause of the Christian heart of our beloved 
Jand. It gave a sketch of the spirit and 
‘character of the meeting, and concluded as 
follows: “We feel, dear brethren, that the 
hopes of our State, and of our great North- 
West, are centred in our Sabbath-school 
enterprise; and in sending to you this our 
ng we love to pledge to you our sympa- 
, Our prayers, and our earnest co-opera- 
tion in & work that has such promise for the 
harvest of eternity.” 

On motion, the Chairman was directed to 
pi graeme gpa of the Convention in a let- 
ter rnal and sympathetic, returning all 
the feelings of interest and kindness which 
vthe brethren there manifest. 

The Committee on the resolution from the 
“Westfield Teacher’s Association, aud the Pine 
street school, “That, while it is their 
opinion that the Sabbath is, under the pre- 
sent arrangement, altogether too much crowd- 
ed with religious services to render it a suit- 
able day of rest, yet they do not feel it is best 
for them to recommend any definite action by 
‘this Convention; but would suggest that 
each church and religious society should 
take such course in the premises as they may 
-deem best. They further recommend that 
this subject be one of the matters of discus- 
sion at the next Convention.” 

Mr. B. W. WILLIAMS, of Boston, strongly 
urged the discussion of this subject, as he 
deemed it one of great importance. In his 
labors he found many schools who only held 
their session for thirty minutes, and ten to 
fifteen minutes of that time was occupied in 
the opening services. In his opinion more 
time was -indispensable. He hoped the re- 
port of the Committee would not be accepted, 
or if the Committee were discharged, that 
the matter should be brought forward for 
discussion. 

A motion finally prevailed, that the report 
be accepted and laid on the table. 


State Central Committee. 
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DAVID WOOD, Ne 

N. P. KEMP, Jamaica Plain. : 
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. L. BABIN Templeton. 
H. P. WILLIS, New Bedford. 


The Saobath School and Afternoon 


Church Service. 


Mr. B. W. WILLIAMS moved that the re- 

t of the Committee on the Westfield reso- 

tions be taken from the table, and the mo- 
tion was carried. 

Mr. WILLIAMS then argued strongly for 
more time for the Sabbath-school. He said 
it was felt to be a great want throughout the 
State. The only question was,.Can we get 
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is on, it became the members of the 
Convention, to look at it with an eye on the 
immortal soul, and with eternity in view. It 
was his fall conviction, that, especially in 
roral districts, the Sabbath-school did not 
have time for its solemnly important ser- 
vices. He did not agree with those who 
would draw lines of demarkation between 
the church and the Sunday-school, as insti- 
tutions; they were one in interest, and one 
in the matter of the inculcation of Bible 
‘truths. He urged the teachers, if they felt 
the importance of this matter, to take the 
initiative, to talk about it, to pray over it, 
and see to what issue they would arrive. 
Finally he urged the pastors, to have and 
manifest deeper interest in the welfare of the 


service | schools, who were training the lambs of their 


‘ ele: . value. 
now bring together 125 adults for 
of the Bible, which could not have 
done without trial. The speaker 

ve itas his opinion that one sermon a week, 
well written and heard and meditated upon, 
was as much as could be profitably digested ; 
and that Sabbath evening and night should be 
given up to the family. . 
Deacon CHEEVER, of Chelsea, felt called 
upon to express his d it from the measure 
- He thought it belonged to the 
church, and not to a Sabbath-school conven- 
tion, to make such an innovation. His ex- 
ffered from some others. He had 
tried the and found it disadvantageous, 
both to the school and to the progress of re- 
ligion. It was pronounced a failure. Per- 


sought rt be attained in 

another ‘way, but it should not be at the ex- 

pense of the church service. The Sabbath- 

school was great and good in its influence, a 

ey in every respect, but it was 

only an adjunct, an auxiliary to the church, 
not the church ivself. 

The Rev. E. H. NEVINS, of Edgartown, re- 
marked that the action of the Convention did 
not bind the consciences of any; it was sim- 
ply an expression of its judgment. The 
church does not lose its identity by n- 
ning to do seumthing. It is just as much a 
church when teaching children, as when list- 
ening toa sermon. The great work of seek- 
ing to convert children is compressed into 
half an hour a week. It seemed to him that 
that was not enongh. numbers do not 
attend church but half a day, and the Sab- 
bath-school might therefore wel! occupy half 
the day. We come here and pray, and talk, 
and get up an enthusiasm for the conversion 
of the children, but when we get home it 
dwindles down to half an hour a week. If 
we expect to convert the children of Massa- 
chusetts in half an hour per week, we shall 
be disappointed. 

The Rev. A. E. KITTREDGE, of Charlestown, 
was led, for three reasons, to advocate the 
ehange proposed. First, it was a difficult 
thing for many in the ministry, unless they 
had the eloquence of a Paul, to keep all the 
congregation awake in the afternoon. In the 
second place, the morning and the afternoon 
sermons, when they come so closely together, 
were confused in the mind. An old lady in 
his congregation met him the other day, and 
said, “Oh, Mr. K., we have had two such 
beautiful sermons this morning and this af- 
ternoon!” ‘Indeed! and what were they 
about?” “Oh, they were so beautiful!” 
“Well, what was the morning’s text?” “I 
don’t exactly remember.” “ Well, what was 
the afternoon's text?” “It was—well, I can’t 
say that I—but, really, Mr. K., they were both 
so beautiful!” In view of such an instance, 
the speaker thought that a clear, close, prac- 
tical sermon in the morning, and another in 
the evening, and not in the afternoon, would 
be a profitable change. Both could be laid 
away without confusion. 

And in the third place, he loved the chil- 
dren, and loved to labor among them, but 
with the present arrangement he found that 
impossible. 

Mr. WILLIAM H. MERRIAM, of Boston, 
superintendent of a mission-school, earnestly 
favored the resolutions. 

Mr. J. N. BARBOUR, of Cambridge, did not 
like the resolutions in their present form. 
He desired them so framed, that they 
should not interfere with any church regula- 
tions or duties ; and yet for thirty 
years he had been connected with a Sabbath- 
school, and for a long time he had thought 
that more time must be given for its exer- 
cises. The speaker referred to the instance of 
a young man, who under deep conviciion of 
sin, called upon his teacher after school for a 
private interview. The teacher did not like 
to lose the sermon, but he followed the young 
man into another room, and there with two 
others he gave his heart to Christ. That was 
the first of between forty and fifty, who in a 
few weeks were converted to Christ. 

Mr. OLIVER H. WALKER, of Boston, ap- 
pealed earnestly for longer time in the Sab- 
bath-school exercises. 

The Rev. R. FOSTER, of Pittsfield, re- 
presented the schools of Berkshire county, 
where dwelt an “industrious, enterprizing, 
moral and religious population.” In regard 
to the subject under discussion, there was a 
difficulty in his mind more serious to the 
proposed change than any yet alluded to, 
His people desired the change. It was tried 
for six months, but neither the mothers nor 
the children were present at the evening ser- 
vice for obvious reasons; and only a few 
strangers were attracted, who could not get 
into other churches, As the children and 
the mothers were prevented from attending, 
to a large degree, we were compelled to 
change back again. 

The speaker then referred to a plan which 
he had adopted, of preaching to the children 
on the second Sabbath of every month. He 
began a series of sermons on the Life of 
Christ, and had just finished the course, end- 
ing with the Judgment scene. A gentleman 
of high standing had said to him, “Mr. F., 
your sermons to the children, have drawn the 
largest congregations, and awakened the 
deepest interest of any sermons you have 
preached since you have been in Pittsfield.” 
The speaker thought the pastor could do more 

od in this way, than by going in to the 

bbath-school himself. He thought also, 
there was some exaggeration as to the very 
short time allowed to the schools—that one 
hour was the rule, and a less time the ex- 
ception—and that we should not overlook 
the attention given by many families to the 
careful study and review of the lessons with 
their children. One hour he thought ample 
time, more would be wearisome to the scholars. 

The Rev. WILLIAM BARROWS, of Reading, 
preferred three objections to the change of 
the church services. One hour he thought 
sufficient for the Sabbath-school. Again, 
the plan would not answer for four-fifths of 
the population of Massachusetts. It might 
answer for mission-schools and others in 
large cities, but nine-tenths of the schools 
in the State were rural, and to them the 
change would not bea feasible thing. This 
whole movement is on a city basis, and the 
country is overlooked in it. Country people 
are too much scattered. They cannot gather 
their congregations in the evening. They 
will not come. There is no need of cutting 
down labor with the children to half an hour 
a week, as one speaker has said is done. 
There is plenty of time during the week, out 
of the school, for effort with the children. 

The Rev. GEORGE TRASK, opposed the 
proposed change. He regarded it as a change 
of a New England institution, and therefore 
not to be so hastily made. He was rather 
slow in changing, he admitted, but when he 


'| haps the object 


if 






flocks for Jesus. They could not bestow too 
much care in this direction. Five or six 
years ago, at a convention in Brookline, it 
was stated that one pastor had only been in 
his Sunday-school once in four years ! 

The Rev. S. SWEETSER, D. D., of Wor- 
cester, in eloquent and forcible language, op- 
posed what he considered an innovation upon 
along established, long-tried, and hallowed ar- 
rangement. He too, thought the matter a 
vital one. It touched the question of the 
permanence and holy keeping of the Chris- 
tian Sabbath. He desired those who advo- 
cated the change, to inquire more deeply and 
more seriously into the subject, and to sve if 
the effect would not be the gradual degene- 
racy of the Lord’s day, into the European 
Sabbath. As the son of a Puritan, he pro- 
tested against any innovation which even 
looked towards the impairing of the sanctity 
of a day, which puts its veto upon human 
lusts and pleasures, and business and toils, 
and proclaims that from sunrise till sunset, 
the Sabbath is for the Lord and for his wor- 


ship. 

The Rev. E. P. MARVIN, of Bedford, thought 
very much with the speaker before him. He 
desired to put the inquiry, “What has God 
said shall be the instrumentality for the con- 
version of souls?” Where has he laid the 
responsibility? Has he said “by the fool- 
ishness of the Sabbath-school he will save 
the world?” or “bythe foolishness of preach- 
ing?” and in an entirely different sense from 
that in which men preach when they teach 
their classes in the school; for they are men 
called qualified, and instructed in the theo- 
logical course, who have given up their lives 
to the study and proclamation of the Word. 
He had not found with some others, that the 
laymen of the churches complained of their 
inability to “ digest” the sermons they heard; 
he thought the complaint of grave and heavy 
sermons, lay more with the ministers. The 
truth, pure, simple and wholesome, was not 
clearly enough proclaimed—that was rather 
the difficulty. It had been said that the 
Sabbath-school was the great institution of 
the age; he begged leave to dissent from 
that idea. Unless the minister of the gospel 
was permitted to preach, and to preach on 
and to preach continually, the Sabbath-school 
could not be sustained. 

Mr. EDWIN CHASE, of Holyoke, said his 
experience was, that a short time well im- 
proved, was better than a long time dragged 
out. He believed in a live Sabbath-school. 
He had found in many years’ experience as 
superintendent, that thirty to forty-five min- 
utes were amply sufficient. All teachers are 
not competent to talk a long time on a pas- 
sage of Scripture. 

Mr. GEORGE W. CHIPMAN, of Boston, 
thought it was not best at present to recom- 
mend a change such as.proposed. He desired 
to know when the children could attend the 
preaching. They will not generally attend 
the morning service, and if the afternoon 
preaching is given up, when will they hear 
the gospel from the pulpit? These sermons, 
heard in childhood from the sacred desk, he 
knew from, his own experience, made mighty 
impressions—greater than we are accustomed 
to think. He did not want any change that 
would shut out, in the least measure, this 
privilege from the little ones. 

The speaker referred, also, to the evening 
prayer-meeting, and remarked that the church 
and school that did not give time to a prayer- 
meeting could not be eminently successful. 
He would that every Sabbath-school in Boston 
should adopt the old-fashioned plan of hav- 
ing their sessions at 9 o’clock in the morning 
and 2 o’clock in the afternoon. He asked, 
in conclusion, if, honestly, the difficulty of 
the whole subject did not originate in a desire 
to withdraw from too much work in the cause 
of Christ, rather than a desire to look about 
to see how work for the Master might accu- 
mulate on our hands. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. TWOMBLY, of 
Worcester, the resolutions were laid on the 
table, and the discussion was closed. 

After singing, standing, part of the hymn, 


* All hail the power of Jesus’ name,” 


the Chair announced that the next subject for 
discussion was the 


Qualification of Superintendenis, 


The Rev. A. H. QUINT, of Jamaica Plain, 
thought that the first qualification of a super- 
intendent, after piety, was “that he should be 
respectful to his minister!’ He would have 
him to understand that the pastor was the 
head of the Sabbath-school, and the other of- 
ficers subordinates. The speaker claimed to 
be able to attend to all the requirements of 
such a position except the singing, and that 
he would delegate cheerfully to another! He 
thought there was a tendency to make the 
Sabbath-school a third estate, as the clergy, 
the church and the school, and the latter a 
little the most important—as if, in his family, 
there should be himself, his wife and his 
child—and the last the head of the family! 
As a pastor, he looked after the spiritual 
interests of his school, and every pastor ought 
to do the same. Too many ministers receive 
the “cold shoulder” when they enter the 
Sunday-school. The speaker could not speak 
the praise of the Sabbath-school too highly, 
but at the same time it was but an auxiliary 
of the church. 

At this point, on motion of Mr. SNOW, of 
Boston, the speakers were limited to five 
minutes each. 

Mr. F. A. BENSON, of Newton, remarked 
that, as teachers and superintendents, they 
loved the minister, and would like nothing 
better than the encouragement of their ex- 
ample and aid; but he desired to know what 
they were to do when the pastor would not 
assume the headship of the school? Suppose 
the minister will not come into the school 
without a written invitation? He had known 
such cases. Many ministers will not dis- 
charge their duties to the Sunday-school, and 
therefore cannot properly be considered as its 
head. The main qualification of a superin- 
tendent, in the view of the speaker, was that 
he be a man of prayer. 

The Rev. E. H. NEVINS thought it the first 
duty of the superintendent to respect not so 
much the minister as Christ. He must look 
to Christ for his acceptance and help in the 
great work. He must feel the deepestinterest 
in the scholars, and regard themas committed 
to his care and responsibility. And lastly, he 
must really love the children. 

The Rev. WM. H. BEECHER, of North 
Brookfield, remarked that the Sabbath-school 
was an institution in which the lay members 
have a work to do, and the ministry had their 
work to do, and that when the church ap- 
points a superintendent, he ought-to fulfil the 
duties of his office, and not the minister. 

The Rev. Mr. TUCKER, of Holliston, moved 
that the next question on the programme— 
Sabbath-Schoel Conventions, State and Coun- 
ty, the necessity for them, and how they 
should be conducted—be taken up. 

The motion was earnestly opposed by seve- 
ral gentlemen, and it was withdrawn by the 
mover 





The Rev. GEORGE TRASK, of the Anéi- 
Tobacco Tract Society, deemed one qualifica- 
tion of a superintendent to be a large heart; 
he should be a man who loves God— 
who loves children, black and white—rich 
and poor—and has a heart large enough to 
go into the streets and beg them to come into 
the Sunday-shool. The superintendentshould 
also be a manof discrimination. He should be 
able to see what a bearing the use of narcotic 
stimulants had upon the welfare of the chil- 
dren, and directly upon the prosperity of the 
school. He should not be afraid to 3 


on, and keep a stout heart, under all his 
trials and difficulties. He of all men should 
never “ in well-doing.” 

The Rey. E. MASON next spoke. He fol- 
lowed up the idea of the previous speaker, 
and related a pertinent incident from the life 
of Eliot, missionary to the Indians, who even 
at 80 years, when all his powers were failing 
him, thought it worth his feeble strength to 
teach a little heathen child to lisp the name 
of Jesus. 

The Rev. Mr. BAILEY, of Marlboro’, thought 





the use of tobacco by children. Laughter.) 

The Rev. E. MASON, of Medford, briefly 
stated his views of the qualifications of a su- 
perintendent to be; first—a love for Christ, 
and then a love for the souls of the children ; 
and having these, he would then be incited to 
the other duty of descending to the lowest 
places to save a single soul. 

Mr. W. LITHGOW, of Boston, remarked 
that in two things superintendents were often 
greatly at fault: sometimes they did not talk 
enough, and sometimes they talked too much. 
It depended upon their gift of speech. Some, 
who were slow of speech, made no attempt at 
improvement, and others abused the privilege. 
Then, again, some superintendents did not 
visit and converse with their classes. This 
the speaker regarded as an essential duty. 

The Rev. E. H. WATROUS, of Three Rivers, 
thought the superintendent should be a man 
of faith, of prayer, and full of the Holy Ghost. 
He should go into the highways and hedges, 
and invite the young into the school. 

The Rev. R. B. THURSTON, of Waltham, 
remarked that there were certain essentials, 
which all admitted, but what we most wanted 
to know something about were those qualifi- 
cations that were not quite so obvious. But 
he desired to say justa word, not directly on 
the question before them. He thought we 
should regard the Sunday-school as a hu- 
man institution, not asa divine institution, as 
some seem to regard it. Not only the church, 
but the family is above the Sabbath-school, 
and parents should be taught that the re- 
sponsibility of the religious education of their 
children rests upon themselves, and not upon 
the Sabbath-school. We are not making 
conquests for Christ by taking children from 
pious families into the Sabbath-school. We 
should go into the streets and bring in those 
who are beyond the reach of the sanctuary, 
but who are within the reach of men like 
Robert Raikes. 

Deacon W. J. KING, of Providence, R. L., 
believed no man was fit to superintend a Sab- 
bath-school who had not the confidence of the 
community—who, in his business relations, 
was in the least regarded as a dishonorable 
man. He should be irreproachable in this 
respect. He should never go into the Sun- 
day-school “ with mud on his coat.” 

Then, too, he should possess the confidence 
of his minister. Again, he could not succeed 
without the confidence of the teachers. And 
lastly, the love and confidence of the scholars 
was desirable and requisite to his comfort 
and success in his arduous and responsible 
office. 

The Rev. E. CUTLER, of Worcester, thought 
the superintendent should be a good teacher. 
He should have a versatility of talent that 
would enable him to teach any kind of class 
under his charge, that he might thus with 
discrimination make the necessary changes. 
He must be a judge also of the qualifications 
of his teachers. 

The Rev. F. B. JOY, of Boston, 9!) led to 
the two great qualifications, a love for the 
work, and love for the souls of ise children. 
He must havea large heart and a comprehen- 
sive mind to take in all the questions con- 
nected with the organization and conduct of 
the school. 

‘ The Rev. Mr. TWOMBLY, of Worcester, 
yielded the floor to Mr. TOWER, of Cam- 
bridgeport, who contended for order. It did 
not require the qualification of a military 
officer, but the ability to maintain well regu- 
lated discipline, at least that the exercises 
may be comfortably conducted, and be made 
profitable to the great end. This was essen- 
tial. 

Mr. CHICKERING, of Pittsfield, thought the 
ability to adapt one’s self to circumstances a 
very essential requisite in a good superinten- 
dent. He should have the facility of devising 
new means and new measures to interest his 
school. 

On motion of Mr. SNOW, of Boston, the 
Convention adjourned till 2 o’clock in the 
afternoon. 





FIFTH SESSION. 
Thursday Afternoon. 


T 2 o’clock P. M. the Convention re-as- 
sembled. President in the chair. 
The hymn 


“ Blest be the tie that binds,” 


was sung, when 

The Rev. EDWARD WEBB, of the Madura 
Mission in India, brought before the Conven- 
tion the subject of the importance of training 
the children of our Sabbath-schools to take 
a more intelligent and active interest in the 
cause of foreign missions. He submitted the 
following propositions: 

It is certain that the children of our land do not take 
that interest in the missionary cause that they ought to 
take. It is to be feared that there is less interest felt 
by them now than formerly. The Sabbath-school is the 
agency by which this interest may be rekindled and 
deepened. This may be done: 

1. By add on 'y subjects made to the 
children illustrated by maps and pictures sufficiently 
large to be exhibited to the whole school. 

2. By instruction in the classes on this subject. 

3. By means of a missi y in ¢ ti 
with the library. 

4. By direct correspond with the ies on 
the field, through a committee of the school appointed 
for that purpose. 

5. By the presentation of suitable and specific mis- 
sionary objects for their contributions; and 

Lastly, by the encouragement of juvenile organizations 
for the collecting of fugds for missicnary objects. 


These propositions were approved. 
Mr. M. W. POND, of Boston, submitted the 
following resolution, which was adopted: 











Resolved, That this Convention cordially extends the 
hand of fellowship to the Mi State Sabbath-School 
Convention now in session at St. Paul; and, rejoicing in 
the fact that so much is being done for our blessed cause 
in the West, bids it God speed in the work in which it is 
engaged in maintaining an interest in the study of God’s 
word in our younger sister State, which is designed to be 
the future home of so many of our children. 


On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS, it was voted 
thatthe State Central Committee be authorized 
to take such measures as will in their judg- 
ment secure correct information relating to 
the number of children and youth not con- 
nected with any Sabbath-school. 

The Rev. Mr. TILTON, here offered the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was adopted: 


Whereas. this Convention is composed of several reli- 
gious denominations, and each is entitled to Ohristian 
consideration and courtesy from the other; therefore, 

Resolwed, That in all the and di i 
which come before this body, no distinctive peouliari- 
ties, or d inational diff shall be i duced 


On motion of Mr. KEMP, of Boston, it was 
decided that the discussions should close at 
quarter after three o’clock, that the last half 
hour might be spent in devotional and part- 
ing exercises. It had already been resolved, 
that the Convention finally adjourn at quar- 
ter before four o’clock, in order to allow the 
Boston delegation time to return home that 
evening. 

The CHAIR now announced as the topic 
for discussion the 


Qualifications of Sabbath-School 
Teachers. 


Mr. FRANKLIN SNOW, of Boston, first ob- 
tained the floor. He thought the Sabbath- 
school teacher, should be a man not easily 
discouraged in his work—that he should hold 


. 














every teacher, and the superintendent espe- 
cially, should have plain, common sense. 
This was requisite as well as piety of heart, 
and the inward qualifying of the Holy Spirit. 

The Rev. H. L, WAYLAND, of Worcester, 
followed. He saw in some persons the ability 
not only of doing things themselves, but of 
making other people do them—in other words, 
the property of impressing their own charac- 
ter npon those under their influence and care. 
Such a man the Sabbath-school teacher 
should be. 

Mr. ADDISON BOYDEN, of Dedham, de- 
sired to impress upon all the feeling of respon- 
sibility that should rest upon every one wao 
had undertaken the great work of a Sabbath- 
‘school teacher—so great a work, indeed, that 
all might well exclaim, “‘ Who is sufficient for 
these things?” And it was a comforting an- 
swer to such ‘a query, that the sufficiency 
was, ‘not of man, but of God.” He would 
have the teacher share fully in the r i 





ers ought to enter the field for a life work. 
Too many entered it only for a season, for 
summer and winter, or til discouraged from 
many causes, they feel warranted to give up. 
Teachers should not desist till their voices 
are hushed in death, and their bodies lie 
silent in the tomb. 


Devotional and Closing Exercises. 


The CHAIR announced that the discussions 
were closed, and that the remaining time 
would be occupied in the closing services. 
He called upon the Rev. Mr. BARROWS, of 
Reading, who united in prayer. 

Mr. KEMP, of Boston, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, which was adopted : 


Resolved, That this Convention hereby recommend 
the several Sabbath-schools throughout this Common- 
wealth, to unite so far as practicable, in celebrating the 
Fourth of July, the day of our National Independence. 


The Rev. Mr. BARROWS, in behalf of a 
returned missionary, who was solicitous about 
the character of the Sunday-school publica- 
tions, offered the following resolutions : 


Resolved, First, that in view of the powerful influence of 
the Sabbath-sctiool library, in forming the character of 
the youth of our land, we gnize the ity of 
great care in the selection of books composing such 
Hibraries. 

Resolved, Secondiy, that we believe truth is, as a gone- 
ral rule, better than fiction for forming that healthful, 
robust, active Christian character, which the present 








bilities of the superintendent in making the 
school useful. The teacher should support 
him heartily in all efforts to increase its effi- 
ciency and interest. 

Mr. ALBERT WOODRUFF, of Brooklyn, 
N. Y., referred, in able and eloquent terms, to 
the aggressive spirit which should character- 
ize every teacher in a Sunday-school. He 
should not merely have the fire burning in 
his own bosom, and enjoy its light and warmth 
at the monthly concerts, in the house of God, 
and at the consecrated prayer-meeting, but he 
should go forth, and taking the word of life 
with him, should put himself in personal 
sympathy, in personal contact, and grapple 
with the masses all around him who are ready 
to perish. This spirit the speaker thought 
could not be too much insisted upon as a 
teacher’s qualification. He ought also to visit 
among his scholars, and carry the influence 
of the school into their families, and in every 
way shed around him the transforming and 
elevating principles of the gospel of the grace 
of God. 

The Rey. Mr. TILTON, of Brookfield, 
thought that the teacher should have some- 
thing definite in his mind every time he came 
before his class ; and that he should not en- 
tirely trust to the shaping of circumstances. 
Some one point must be impressed upon his 
pupils in every lesson. To this end he should 
be well prepared. He should do his thinking 
beforehand, and then impart his thoughts in 
the simplest and most expressive manner of 
which he is capable. 

Deacon W. J. KING, of Providence, believed 
all teachers should have a “go” in them. 
But they must not “go” in their own strength. 
Our Lord when he enjoined upon his disci- 
ples, “ Go ye into all the world,” and added the 
promise, “Lo, I am with you always,” no 
doubt meant if they preached, and not other- 
wise, he would be with and assist them. The 
teacher must therefore look to Christ for 
strength, and set himself earnestly to his 
task. He should possess Piety, Prayer, Pre- 
paration, Punctuality, Patience, and Perse- 
verance. The speaker enlarged on each 
of these qualifications. 

Mr. EDWIN CHASE, of Holyoke, thought 

it important that teachers should note the ab- 
sence of scholars, and when such absence 
happens, go to them before the next Sabbath 
and ascertain the reason therefor. By means 
of this visiting, the respect and affection of the 
parent is gained, and the teacher's heart en- 
couraged. The speaker dwelt upon the good 
effects of noticing the children in a family, 
and regarded it as the key to many parents’ 
hearts, and one which should be oftener used. 
The Rev. Mr. PUTNAM, of Haverhill, re- 
cited a hymn, dedicated to a despondent Sab- 
bath-school teacher, and designed to cheer 
and encourage his heart. 
Mr. HENRY HOYT, of Boston, desired to 
address a word to teachers on the question in 
hand. He regarded adaptation as the great 
qualification. Are you, as a teacher, he 
asked, called to your work? Is your mind 
moved towards it? Is your heart stirred in 
it? Do you feel that your impulses, sympa- 
thies, and whole moral being are turned in 
that direction? If so, then you have the in- 
ward qualifications. But next, you should 
be, so far as your work is concerned, a man 
or woman of one idea. I mean by this that 
the work is sufficiently comprehensive and 
important and momentous—yea, infinitely 
more so—to engage and deserve all your 
powers of mind and soul—whether you be a 
layman or a minister. Then let this one idea 
carry you to the right preparation for your 
work. You must be prepared. A little boy 
of four or five years will soon find out if you 
are defective in this respect. Next, you must 
have the confidence of your little audience. 
One thing more, continued the speaker, you 
must sweat in your work. I meanit. There 
must be such zeal and earnestness and in- 
tenseness of application, that even your body 
shall partake of the labor, and the drops 
shall roll down your back—especially if it be 
midsummer! 

Mr. TUCKER, of Holliston, remarked, in 
regard to the preparation for teaching, that a 
lady in his school, with a class of some fifteen 
young ladies, had within the past twelve 
months read through, critically, an extensive 
work on theology, as a mere preparation for 
her duties as teacher. 

The Rev. Mr. REYNOLDS, of Worcester, an 
aged divine, who has been in the ministry for 
nearly fifty years, expressed his gratification 
at the evidence which this Convention gave 
of the high estimation in which Bible in- 
struction is regarded at the present time, and 
he would bid the members go on in their 
noble work. 

The Rev. J. F. JONES, of Ware, desired to 
impress upon parents their duties and respon- 
sibilities regarding their children. The Sab- 
bath-school was but an important aid to them 
in their work—simply their handmaid, to as- 
sist them in discharging their obligations. It 
was therefore necessary that parents should 
be interested in the choice of the Sunday- 
school teachers of their children, and should 
aid them by their sympathy and co-opera- 
tion. 

The Rev. Mr. BLACKMER, of Westboro, 
was a little concerned lest Sabbath-school 
teachers and superintendents should feel dis- 
couraged from the remarks that had been 
made, in view of their inability to reach that 
high standard of qualification which had been 
set up before them. He warned the superin- 
tendents present not to receive the resigna- 
tions of such of their teachers who should 
urge their total unfitness for their work, but 
encourage and strengthen them to go forward. 
The speaker urged upon all the duty, of firm 
trust in God for the success of their labors. 

The Rev. E. G. LITTLE, of North Middle- 
boro, alluded to the love which the teacher 
must have for his work ; that he must engage 
in it with all his heart, and as earnestly as 
the most enthusiastic merchant or mechanic 
in his labors for the meat that perisheth. He 
illustrated his remarks by an appropriate 
incident. 

Mr. H. P. PAUL thought we all needed 
faith in God, to the proper performance of 
our duties. 

The Rev. R. FOSTER, of Pittsfield, felt it to 
be a great need that a teacher should have a 
deep, tender solicitude for the souls of his 
pupils, and continually realize that he must 
meet them at the bar of God. He enforced 
his remarks by the thrilling incident of the 
young inebriate, who, in a fit of delirium tre- 
mens, dashed himself from a window, and in 
his dying agonies exclaimed to his young 
companions, “ Why didn’t you hold me !” 





Mr. E. PORTER, of Hadley, said that teach- 


time d da 

Resolved, Thirdly, that a © i be appointed by 
this Conventivn to carefally investigate this subject, and 
to submit to this Convention, at its next annnal session, 
their views upon the whole matter, and to suggest, defi- 
nitely, any measures for improving this agency, so im- 
portant for the welfare of Sunday-schools. 





The resolutions were adopted, and the sub- 
ject referred as requested. 

Mr. N. P. KEMP, of Boston, offered a reso- 
lution which he thought would meet the 
unanimous approval of the Convention, viz.: 


Resolved, That the members of this Convention desire 
to express to the citizens of Worcester their most grate- 
ful acknowledgements for the generous, warm-hearted 
hospitality and fraternal kindness which has been ex- 
tended to them during their visit here. 


He thought such resolution was due to the 
local committee, which had labored so much, 
and entertained nearly five thousand per- 
sons, during two days. It was but a slight 
tribute for the labor, responsibility, time, and 
care which had been expended for their bene- 
fit, for which he could not withbold his most 
heartfelt and unfeigned thanks to the people 
of that noble city. 

Mr. POND, of Boston, seconded the resolu- 
tion in remarks of a similar strain. It was 
unanimously adopted by a rising vote. 


The Rev. J. H. TWOMBLY, of Worcester, replied: 
In behalf of the Committee of Arrangements, and the 
good citizens of Worcester, I stand here to utter a word 
of response to this resolution. We accept such expres- 
sions as an act of politeness on your part, as very appro- 
priate in the pleasant intercourse of Christian brethren, 
bunt not as anything due to us; for we feel that the occa- 
sion for thanks is rather on our side than on yours. The 
announcement of my friend Mr. Kemp, suggested to my 
mind that my position, and that probably of many of my 
Worcester friends, was very much like that of the man 
in court, who after listening to the eloquent appeal of 
his lawyer in his behalf, detailing the great sufferings of 
his client, said he really had no idea before that he 
had been so badly abused! I was not aware that we had 
been doing half so mach as Mr. Kemp would makeit ap- 
pear we have done: still I receive these expressions as 
rather increasing our gratitude. 

The speaker then referred to the benefit they them 
selves had received from such a gathering. What an 
honor to the heart of this old commonwealth, to receive 
into its midst five thousand such earnest Sunday-school 
workers! Indeed, in view of the great blessings they 
had received, and the greater fruits that might be ex- 
pected to attend the gathering, the speaker thought he 
ought to call upon the people of the place to give their vote 
of thanks to the friends of the cause in Massachusetts for 
assembling with them there. He concluded as follows : 
“We thank you for your presence. We have been 
cheered by your countenances, by your counsels, and 
blessed by your good wishes and Christian prayers. We 
hope that you willcarry away with you the Sunday- 
school fire, and scatter it over the commonwealth, and 
that through the State this year, every denomination of 
Christians may be more active in this work tham before. 

“If we never meet in a Sunday-school Convention 
again—and very sure, Iam, maay will not in one of this 
kind, God help us so to labor, that we shall assemble 
with the saints in heaven to praise our Master, and to 
sing the sweet anthems of that better and brighter world!” 


Mr. E. P. TILESTON, of Boston, then 
offered the following resolution, which was 
seconded by Mr. F. A. BENSON, of Newton, 
with a few warm remarks. It was passed 
unanimously. 


Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be heart. 
ily tendered to our President, for the able, impartial, 
and courteous manner in which he has discharged the 
onerous duties of the office.” 


The CHAIRMAN responded in the follow- 
ing remarks: 


Brethren and Sisters of he Convention :—Allow me to 
return my grateful acknowledgments for this expression 
of your esteem and confidence. It was with many mis- 
givings that I entered upon the duties of this chair, and 
to have gained your approbation, will constitute one of 
the choicest memories. of my life. 

I have felt while here, that to preside over a conven- 
tion like this, was an honor unequalled by that of any 
other deliberative assembly; for the sun in its shining, 
does not look down upon a nobler band of men and 
women, than those engaged in the Sabbath-schools of 
our commonwealth. As aclass, they are ready for every 
good word and work, instant in season and out of sea- 
son, doing with their might, what their hands find to do, 
And my heart prompts me to say, God bless the Sab- 
bath-school teachers of this State, and of the nation. God 
will bless them, he has blessed them for these many 
years, and to his name be all the glory. I cannot con- 
sent that this body should separate, without bearing my 
testimony to the spirit of brotherly love manifest in all 
your deliberations, characterized in my judgment, by 
uncommon ability. Our mission was “peace on earth, 
good will to men,” our motto, “Faith, Hope, Cherity,” 





_ we have not, my brethren, been untrue to the one, or by 


our acts sullied the celestial beauty of the other. And 
new, brethren, we linger, reluctant to come down from 
this mount of vision, which for two days we have occu- 
pied; but in the language of one of our finest writers 
we may say, that “though we cannot keep the heights 
we are competent to gain, we are the better for the too 
brief exaltation.” In parting, permit me to wish you 4 
safe return to your families and friends, and your respec- 
tive fields of labor; and in the language of Paul to the 
Thessalonians to say, “The Lord make you to increase 
and abound in love one toward another, and toward all 
men, even as we do toward you; to the end, he may 65- 
tablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, 
even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
with all his saints.” 


And strengthened, brethren, by these rites to-day, 
¥or sterner conflict in the narrow way, 

Let us press on, and life’s great work fulfil, 

In meek obedience to our Master’s will; 

For know that life’s best spent, whose closing days, 
Brings the most honor to the Saviour’s praise. 


Mr. HENRY HOYT, of Boston, in behalf of the State 
Central Committee desired to express to the chairman, 
and to his fellow- bers of the O tion, their deep, 
earnest gratitude for the blessed issues of the oceasion 
which had brought them together, and for the delightful 
privilege of communion they hadenjoyed. He could not 
but feel a glow of thankfulness for the kind reception 
they had met with from the citizens of Woreester, many 
of whom, though strangers before, were now brethren 
known and beloved. He alluded feelingly to the happy 
and profitable Christian acquaintances which had been 
made. Among those which he as an individual most 
prized, was that of the chairman, whose hand he grasped, 
with his eyes filled with tears, as he addressed a few 
eloquent words to him and to the audience. 

The thanks of the Convention were directed to be con- 
veyed to those railroads leading to and from the city, for 
their generosity in passing the delegates at reduced 
fares. : 

In this connection, the Sunday-School Times would 
also record its grateful acknowledgment to the _—, 
of the Stonington Line between Boston and New York, 
to the New Jersey Railroad, and to the Camden and 
Amboy Railroad, for their liberality in passing the re 
porter free of charge. 

The Convention then united in prayer with the Rev 
Mr. CROMACH, of Worcester. ‘ 

After singing the doxology, the benediction was invok 
ed by the Rev. HORACE JAMES, of Worcester, when the 








Convention adjourned sine ate 


























